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INTRODUCTION
The Greenfield Preservation Area is situated immediately
northwest of the entrance to the Botetourt Center at
Greenfield on Route 220 in Botetourt County, Virginia.
Located approximately five miles south of Fincastle and near
the community of Amsterdam, this 925-acre, mixed-use
development complex was purchased by the County in 1995 and
occupies land historically associated with Greenfield, the mid18th century home of Colonel William Preston and his family.
The Greenfield Manor House, which remained in the Preston
family for over 200 years, burned in 1959. Historic resources
associated with the Preston family that presently survive on
the property include the Greenfield Slave Quarters and
Kitchen, the Bowyer-Holladay House Ruins and Kitchen/Farm
Manager’s House, the Preston Cemetery, the Gish Cemetery,
and numerous archaeological sites dating to the prehistoric and
historic periods. The original master plan for the development
of the Botetourt Center at Greenfield identified a 28-acre
tract (recommended to expand to 38 acres in February 2017)
that included four of the six historic architectural resources.
The original master plan for the Botetourt Center at
Greenfield proposed relocating the Greenfield Slave Quarters
and Kitchen to the Preservation Area. The purpose of
designating this Preservation Area was to provide for the
preservation and interpretation of the historic resources in
an effective and efficient manner that would be accessible to
the public while allowing for the development of the
remaining land in the complex (Appendix A).
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In 2015, Botetourt County proceeded with plans to relocate
the Greenfield Slave Quarters and Kitchen to the designated
Preservation Area. The County Board of Supervisors established the
Greenfield Preservation Advisory Commission (GPAC) in January
2016, with members appointed in August 2016, to recommend a
plan for the Preservation Area to preserve and interpret the historic
structures, cemeteries and archaeological resources associated with
the Greenfield property (Appendix B). The county completed the
reclocation of the Greenfield Slave Quarters and Kitchen to the
Preservation Area in February 2016. In consultation with the GPAC,
the County then contracted Hill Studio in March 2017 to prepare the
Greenfield Preservation Area Master Plan. The Hill Studio project
team, which included Engineering Concepts and Mary Ann Anderson,
worked closely with County staff and the GPAC during the summer of
2017 to compile site data, review existing materials, assess comparable
heritage tourism sites, and solicit public and local stakeholder input.
Following an intense, one-day design workshop, Hill Studio presented
a conceptual master plan draft for the Greenfield Preservation Area
to the public on July 11, 2017.
The purpose of this master plan is to provide an effective and feasible
strategy for the preservation and interpretation of the historic
resources in the Greenfield Preservation Area so that county
residents and visitors can understand and appreciate the significant
role Colonel William Preston and Botetourt County played in the
settlement of Southwest Virginia and beyond. Additionally, the
surviving dependency buildings and their associated archaeological
resources provide valuable insight into the cultural history of African
Americans who lived and worked on the property from slavery
through emancipation and independence. The master plan proposes
to interpret these various stories, from Native American presence on
the land to the present time, through a chronological system of trails
and informative panels that connect the surviving resources. The plan
also recommends improved integration of the Preservation Area to
the surrounding Botetourt Center at Greenfield through connecting
trails, vehicular access, public toilet facilities, and the completion of
the Colonel William Preston Memorial located at the Greenfield
Education Center. Finally, this report includes a strategy plan to fund
and implement the development of the Greenfield Preservation Area
in phases that can be undertaken by a combination of public and
private initiatives.
GREENFIELD PRESERVATION AREA MASTER PLAN
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PROJECT BACKGROUND
In 1995, Botetourt County purchased a 925-acre tract of land along the
west side of Route 220 to develop the Botetourt Center at Greenfield
as a mixed-use industrial and business complex. The development
would also include a recreation area, an elementary school, and an
educational/training center. Located approximately five miles south
of Fincastle and just north of the community of Amsterdam, the land
was historically associated with the Greenfield plantation. This estate,
which encompassed over 2,000 acres at one time, was established by
Colonel William Preston in the mid-18th century and owned by the
Preston family for over 200 years. The Greenfield Manor House, built
in 1762, burned in 1959. Preston’s heirs later sold the property to
David S. Blount, Sr. in 1965. The Blount family continued to farm the
land until the county purchased it in 1995.
In association with the purchase and initial development of the
property, the County conducted a Phase I Environmental Site
Assessment in 1995 and a Phase I Archaeological Inventory and
Cultural Resource Assessment of the entire property in 1998. These
studies identified the existing structures on the property and areas of
potential archaeological significance.
The initial master plan for the Botetourt Center at Greenfield
designated a 28-acre Preservation Area northwest of the complex
entrance at Route 220. The location of this Preservation Area was
based on guidance from the 1998 Phase I Study by Preservation
Technologies, Inc. and the concentration of historic resources in the
area. The original intention of the plan for the industrial and business
complex was to relocate the two surviving structures from the
Greenfield site to the Preservation Area.
The Greenfield Preservation Area is proposed as a 38-acre area
within the Botetourt Center at Greenfield business/ industrial park.
In February 2017, the GPAC recommended expanding the original 28
acres (designated in the initial Master Plan for the Botetourt
Center) to 38 acres to better accommodate the existing topography
and natural boundaries. The Preservation Area, situated off of
International Parkway immediately northwest of the intersection
with Route 220, consists of rolling topography with both wooded
and open areas. A meadow along the eastern edge, which
includes an easement
6
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restricting development, buffers the Preservation Area from Route
220. A short drive off of International Parkway leads to a gravel
parking area. The Preservation Area contains three historic structures
(the relocated Greenfield Slave Quarters and Kitchen, as well as the
Bowyer-Holladay Kitchen/ Farm Manager’s House) and three historic
sites (the Bowyer-Holladay House ruins, the Preston Cemetery, and
the Gish Cemetery). The Botetourt Bee Club has established a bee
sanctuary near the parking lot featuring plants donated by the Big
Spring Garden Club. A temporary gravel road used to relocate the
Greenfield structures remains on the site as well.
The Colonel William Preston plantation at Greenfield (011-0026) was
listed on the Virginia Landmarks Register and the National Register
of Historic Places in 2010. The 0.86-acre registered site includes the
Greenfield Manor House, Slave Quarters and Kitchen. The property
was recognized for its significance in the areas of architecture,
African-American ethnic heritage, and archaeology for the period ca.
1832 (the construction of the Kitchen) to ca. 1865 (the end of the
Civil War and the emancipation of slaves). Recent dendrochronology
results have dated the Kitchen to 1845 and the Slave Quarters no
earlier than the fall of 1864, just prior to the end of the Civil War.
This relatively late construction of the Slave Quarters suggests that
the period of significance should be updated to include the period
following the Civil War as former slaves transitioned to freedom and
worked as tenant farmers at Greenfield.
In 2016, Botetourt County proceeded with the relocation of the
historic slave quarters and kitchen from the Greenfield site to the
Preservation Area in order to allow for the construction of a shell
building on the site. In February 2016, the structures were moved
approximately one-half mile to new foundations in the Preservation
Area. This new site was carefully selected with assistance from
the Virginia Department of Historic Resources to replicate the
topography and orientation of the buildings on the original Greenfield
site. Although the Slave Quarters and Kitchen from Greenfield have
been relocated to an area adjacent to the existing Bowyer-Holladay
House Ruins and Kitchen/ Farm Manager’s House, care was taken to
maintain a buffer of trees between the two sites to avoid creating a
visual connection that would be historically inaccurate.
GREENFIELD PRESERVATION AREA MASTER PLAN

Additional archaeological investigations were conducted on the
historic and proposed site of the Greenfield structures as part of
their relocation.
In response to public concern over the treatment and relocation of
the Greenfield Slave Quarters and Kitchen, the Botetourt County
Board of Supervisors appointed the Greenfield Preservation Advisory
Commission (GPAC) in January 2016. The purpose of the GPAC
was to recommend a plan to the County for the preservation and
interpretation of the historic structures in the Greenfield Preservation
Area. In order to carry out this mission, the County contracted
Hill Studio in March 2017 to develop a master plan for the area.
The GPAC will dissolve after submitting recommendations for the
Preservation Area to the County Board of Supervisors. The County,
or a newly-designated entity, will be responsible for executing their
recommendations.

GREENFIELD PRESERVATION AREA MASTER PLAN
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PROJECT APPROACH
& METHODOLOGY
Hill Studio’s approach to developing the master plan combined
a thorough review of existing documentation on the history
and resources of Greenfield with investigation of the site in its
current condition and a public engagement process. Hill Studio
did not conduct additional background research for this project
as numerous, well-researched and documented investigations
and reports have been completed in association with previous
cultural resource management activities. To understand the
history and significance of the property as well as its place in the
county’s planning process, Hill Studio reviewed these materials
as well as those provided by county staff and GPAC members.
Appendix C provides a list of source materials consulted. Hill
studio also reviewed the goals and objectives regarding historic
preservation in the current comprehensive plan for Botetourt
County to ensure consistency in the master plan for the
Greenfield Preservation Area. Additionally, Hill Studio met with
county staff to understand how the future development and
use of the Preservation Area might interface with the activities
and responsibilities of their various departments.

GREENFIELD PRESERVATION AREA MASTER PLAN
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In an effort to understand the value placed on the history and resources
of Greenfield by county residents, Hill Studio worked closely with the
GPAC and county staff to engage the public throughout the planning
process. Prior to the design workshop in July, Hill Studio solicited
public input through an online survey during the month of June.
Identified stakeholders were also interviewed by the project team in
preparation for the design workshop. At the conclusion of the oneday workshop, Hill Studio presented its preliminary design concepts
to the public for review and comment. Following the presentation,
Hill Studio solicited further input from attendees by encouraging them
to visit various stations focusing on different aspects of the project.
Hill Studio also solicited nominations from the public for a name for
the Preservation Area (Appendix E). This public engagement process
was intended to allow county residents’ vision for the Greenfield
Preservation Area to guide the design of the master plan.
As part of the master plan process, the project team assessed the
potential for the Greenfield Preservation Area as a heritage tourism
site. Mary Ann Anderson, a tourism consultant, reviewed available
tourism statistics for both the county and region. In consultation
with the GPAC, comparable heritage tourism sites were selected for
analysis as benchmark examples. Based on the review of the available
information, recommendations are made for the most effective
approach to developing and promoting the Greenfield Preservation
Area as a heritage tourism site for Botetourt County and Southwest
Virginia.

Preservation Area Design Workshop (Edwin McCoy 2017)

Following an investigation of the site conditions, review of existing
material and public opinion survey, interviews with county staff and
stakeholders, and analysis of tourism data and benchmark heritage
tourism sites, Hill Studio conducted a one-day design workshop. This
intensive design process resulted in the development of a conceptual
plan draft for the Preservation Area. The design workshop culminated
in a presentation of the plan, as well as the results of the public
survey and benchmark tourism study, to the public for review and
comment. This final master plan, which integrates comments from
the public, county staff and the GPAC, was provided to the GPAC for
recommendation to the County Board of Supervisors on October
24, 2017.

GREENFIELD PRESERVATION AREA MASTER PLAN

PROJECT APPROACH AND METHODOLOGY

11

PAGE LEFT INTENTIONALLY BLANK

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The historic context for Greenfield, while focusing on its role
as the home of Colonel William Preston and his heirs for over
two hundred years, also encompasses the people who used the
land for shelter and subsistence as they traveled through or
lived on the land from the prehistoric Archaic period through
the mid-20th century. The following text has been derived from
“The Phase I Archaeological Inventory and Cultural Resource
Assessment of The Botetourt Center at Greenfield, Botetourt
County (Preservation Technologies, 1998), Virginia,” the
Greenfield National Register of Historic Place registration form
(Pulice and Kern, 2012), and “Archaeological Investigations and
Archival Research Associated with the Greenfield Outbuilding
Relocation Project” (Dovetail, 2016), along with various
archaeological reports.

GREENFIELD PRESERVATION AREA MASTER PLAN
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NATIVE AMERICAN PRESENCE AT GREENFIELD
Centuries before Colonel William Preston acquired the land now
known as the Greenfield Plantation from Stephen Rentfroe and John
Buchanan, Native Americans routinely passed through the area. While
no evidence of permanent Native American settlements in this part
of Virginia exists, it is likely that the Iroquois, Shawnee and Cherokee
tribes traveled and camped regularly in the area during trading,
raiding and hunting expeditions. Artifacts found in the Greenfield area
indicate the presence of Native Americans as early as the Archaic
Period (8000 B.C. - 1000 B.C.). When Anglo European settlers, such
as Preston, settled the land as their own, they threatened many Native
peoples’ established routines by claiming the land on which they
depended. Many of the conflicts in the frontier that ensued during
William Preston’s lifetime, especially those relating to the French
and Indian War, were a direct result of white men claiming American
land as solely their own. In fact, Preston’s uncle and mentor, James
Patton, lost his life during a Shawnee attack on his frontier settlement
at Draper’s Meadows. A number of archaeological sites identified on
the Greenfield land, some of which date back to the Archaic and
Woodland periods, confirm Native American activity in the area.

Artifacts (Ann Layman 2016)

Hurt & Proffitt Archaeological Dig, sponsored by
Friends of Greenfield (Ann Layman 2016)

GREENFIELD PRESERVATION AREA MASTER PLAN
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF GREENFIELD PLANTATION AND
COLONEL WILLIAM PRESTON
Colonel William Preston played a major role in developing the
southwestern frontier of Virginia through his prominent surveying,
military and political operations. Born in Ireland in 1729, Preston
immigrated to Augusta County in 1738 with his immediate family.
Upon his father’s death in early 1748, James Patton, Preston’s uncle,
began mentoring him, exposing Preston to various civil, military and
judicial operations in the western frontier. At the age of 20, Preston
began building his land portfolio and became one of only nine men in
the county to own more than 1,000 acres of land. He was appointed
assistant surveyor for Augusta County in 1752 and worked to protect
Virginia settlers from Native American attacks by building a series
of forts along the frontier. In 1756, Preston accompanied George
Washington to examine the condition of frontier forts and expressed
his concerns over insufficient manpower on the frontier. In the late
1750s, while performing his military duties, he began earning political
appointments to various Augusta County offices. By 1760 he had
acquired enough land from business and military transactions to form
his first plantation, known as Greenfield, in present-day Botetourt
County. On July 17, 1761 he married Susanna Smith, the daughter of a
Hanover County carpenter.

Said to be a portrait of William
Preston (Kegley 1938: 235)

When King George III proclaimed that the frontier west of the
Alleghenies was closed to English settlement, Preston focused
on building up his estate at Greenfield, planting and harvesting
hemp, raising livestock, making whiskey and manufacturing items
at Greenfield’s blacksmith shop. As surveying was such a lucrative
enterprise, Preston hired tenants to tend to his land and animals while
he was away. In the early 1770s he began purchasing land in Draper’s
Meadow (currently Montgomery County), assembling an estate called
Smithfield where he and his family moved in 1774.
Elected to the House of Burgesses in 1766, Preston was part of the
Assembly that divided Augusta County to create Botetourt County
in 1769. At the time of its founding, Botetourt County extended west
to the Mississippi River, covering what is present-day Kentucky, most
of Illinois and Indiana, and parts of Ohio and West Virginia. Governor
Botetourt then appointed Preston to many of the important offices
16
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Botetourt County’s 1769-1772 boundaries
(Botetourt Chamber of Commerce)
GREENFIELD PRESERVATION AREA MASTER PLAN

in Botetourt, effectively giving him complete authority over the newly
created county. Botetourt County was so large that it was further
divided into another county, Fincastle, in 1772. Preston was again
appointed to most of the important offices in the newly created
county. In the spring of 1774, threats of Indian attacks on the western
frontier spread and Preston organized the militia in order to protect
the local citizens. During the Revolutionary War, he worked to
coordinate military operations along the frontier of western Virginia
to defend against attacks by Native Americans and British Loyalists.
Notably, Preston went beyond his military duties and worked to keep
peace between the Patriots and Loyalists. By protecting the Loyalists’
land from Patriot capture, he worked to gain their trust and then
persuaded them to change their allegiance to America. He moved his
family back to Greenfield in June of 1778 for better security.
Fincastle County was divided into Kentucky, Montgomery and
Washington counties in 1776, and as Smithfield was located in
Montgomery County, Preston was appointed to key offices there.
He continued cultivating his agricultural interests and obtaining land
during the final years of the Revolution. His health swiftly deteriorated
in 1782, yet he continued administering county affairs and preparing
for attacks from Native Americans up until his death in June 1783.
He died the wealthiest man in Montgomery County and likely the
wealthiest in all of southwestern Virginia. His political and military
legacy was carried on by his descendants, many of whom served in
state and national legislatures, became state governors, and served as
generals in the Civil War. Greenfield remained in the Preston family
until the third quarter of the 20th century.

GREENFIELD PRESERVATION AREA MASTER PLAN

Smithfield Plantation, Col. William Preston’s second plantation in
Montgomery County
(https://www.smithfieldplantation.org)
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AFRICAN AMERICANS AT GREENFIELD
Since its inception, Greenfield Plantation has endured as a central place
in the African American community of Botetourt County. By 1767,
the first enslaved African Americans were harvesting hemp, a laborintensive cash crop, on Greenfield’s land to provide a steady income
for the Preston family. At the time of Colonel William Preston’s death
in 1783, he owned a total of 34 slaves between his two plantations,
Greenfield and Smithfield. Preston’s descendants would go on to
own large numbers of slaves at Greenfield and around southwestern
Virginia. In 1824, John Preston, Colonel William’s son, deeded 8 slaves
to his son, William, and 25 slaves to his daughters, Susanna and Sarah.
In 1840, U.S. Census figures show that 30 enslaved African Americans
lived at Greenfield, of whom 10 were employed in agricultural duties.
In 1860, the enslaved population had risen to 38, with 21 of them
farming the 600 acres of farmland at Greenfield. On the eve of the
Civil War, in 1860, slaves were harvesting wheat, corn, tobacco and
hay. After the Civil War, nine households adjacent to the Greenfield
property were occupied by 48 freed African Americans. According
to the 1870 U.S. Census, thirteen of those men were recorded as
working on the farm, continuing to supply labor to Greenfield and
receiving approximately $207 a year, including board.
The exceptional integrity of Greenfield’s log dependencies offer sa
tangible glimpse into African American life on the farm from the
antebellum period, through the Civil War, then into Reconstruction
and the 20th century.
In addition to the extant log structures occupied by African Americans,
Greenfield Cemetery, located on the original plantation site, remains
as another tangible reminder of the history and significance of African
American life at Greenfield. The earliest marked graves date from the
19th century when slave labor dominated Greenfield’s workforce. The
congregation of First Baptist Church in Amsterdam, which has served
as a center of religious life for the African American community in
Botetourt County since 1901, continues to maintain the cemetery and
preserve the heritage of their ancestors at Greenfield.

18
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Log Outbuildings on Greenfield Plantation, Greenfield Kitchen
(right), View East (Johnston: 1934)
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Slave Cabin at original Greenfield Plantation site before the February 2016 move (Ann Layman 2016)
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HISTORIC RESOURCES
The following resources are located within the proposed 38acre tract of the Greenfield Preservation Area. The resources
include three historic log structures (Greenfield Kitchen,
Greenfield Slave Quarters and the Bowyer-Holladay Kitchen/
Farm Manager’s House) and three historic sites (BowyerHolladay House Ruins, Preston Cemetery and Gish Cemetery).
The Greenfield Kitchen and Slave Quarters were listed on the
National Register of Historic Places and the Virginia Landmarks
Register in 2010 prior to being relocated one-half mile from
their original sites to the Greenfield Preservation Area in 2015.
The two cemeteries, as well as the Bowyer-Holladay House
Ruins and Kitchen/ Farm Manager’s House remain intact in
their original locations. An interpretive trail is proposed to
weave through the historic resources to communicate the
role of Botetourt County and Colonel William Preston in the
development of Southwest Virginia.
The following descriptions of historic resources are based on
information found in the National Register nomination, survey
records by the Virginia Department of Historic Resources and
the Phase 1 Archaeological Inventory and Cultural Resources
Assessment.

GREENFIELD PRESERVATION AREA MASTER PLAN
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES
Several archaeological investigations have been conducted on the
Greenfield Plantation property since the county purchased it in the late
1990s. Preservation Technologies prepared a Phase I Archaeological
Inventory and Cultural Resource Assessment of the entire property in
1998. This study identified 26 archaeological sites, including eighteen
prehistoric sites, five historic sites, and three combined sites. Artifacts
retrieved from these sites document occupation and use of the land
dating from the Archaic and Woodland periods through the early20th century.
Between December 2015 and January 2016, Dovetail performed
archaeological investigations and archival research on the Greenfield
Slave Quarters and Kitchen sites and the proposed sites for their
relocation in the Preservation Area. Over 3,000 artifacts were found
during this investigation. Artifacts found at these sites provide valuable
information on the activities of African Americans on the property
during slavery and after Emancipation. Archeological evidence also
indicates that fences still separated these buildings from the main
house after Emancipation, contributing to an understanding of de facto
segregation of races at Greenfield well after the Civil War.
During the summer of 2016, another excavation was performed
around the Greenfield Manor House site. Approximately 12,000 to
13,000 artifacts were discovered, many of which date to the mid18th century, the time of the first generation of Preston occupation.
The artifacts from these various investigations remain under County
ownership and are available to loan out to interest groups until they
are permanently displayed on site.

GREENFIELD PRESERVATION AREA MASTER PLAN

Dovetail archaeological dig around the Greenfield
Slave Quarters (Ann Layman 2016)
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GREENFIELD KITCHEN (CA. 1845)
The Greenfield Kitchen is one of two surviving structures from the
original Greenfield plantation. Constructed ca. 1845 under the direction
of William Radford, this two-story log structure was originally located
at the rear of the Greenfield Manor House. The hand-hewn logs,
joined by V-notching, were whitewashed on the interior and exterior
before being covered with weatherboard-siding on the exterior. The
second floor likely served as living quarters for the kitchen servant
and family. While typical of a log barn, the cantilevered overhang that
extends across the front of the building is a rare feature for a domestic
dependency of this time and place and may be the only example of
this type of architectural feature in the area. An attic space is located
underneath the gable roof. At the rear of the exterior is an un-coursed
limestone rubble chimney with a handmade brick chimney stack. The
first-floor cooking fireplace is constructed of limestone and brick
and is much larger than the brick fireplace on the second floor. The
artifacts excavated on this site are mostly representative of the postEmancipation occupation of the property. At least twenty-one features
were found in and around this structure.

Greenfield Kitchen (2017)

GREENFIELD SLAVE QUARTERS (CA. 1864)
The Greenfield Slave Quarters is the only other structure
associated with the original Greenfield house. Dendrochronology has
recently dated this log saddlebag double slave dwelling to the fall of 1864,
indicating it was built by William Radford, William Preston’s grandsonin-law. The one-and-a-half-story slave quarters are constructed of handhewn, V-notched logs and consist of two separate one-room (or single
pen) structures connected by a shared stone fireplace at the center.
The gable roof runs over the two pens, enclosing an unfinished garret.
Unlike the earlier kitchen structure, the logs of the slave quarters were
never covered with siding, rather they were chinked with whitewashed
red clay. Originally, the dwelling had no windows on the first-story. A
full-length one-story wood porch was added to the front of the dwelling
in the early-20th century. A concrete block wing containing a kitchen
was constructed onto the southwest end of the dwelling in the mid20th century. Both of these additions were removed by 2015 when the
structure was moved to its current location. The artifacts excavated
on this site are also mostly representative of the post-Emancipation
occupation of the property. Archeological remains in and around this
structure confirms it was occupied both before and after Emancipation.
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Greenfield Slave Quarters, before February 2016 move (Ann Layman 2016)
GREENFIELD PRESERVATION AREA MASTER PLAN

BOWYER-HOLLADAY HOUSE KITCHEN/FARM
HOUSE (2ND QUARTER 19TH C)

MANAGER’S

Built in the second quarter of the 19th century, the BowyerHolladay House Kitchen/ Farm Manager’s is a one-and-a-half
story, gable-roof structure consisting of a single room log building
with a one-room frame addition. Constructed to the rear of the main
house, Frank Preston made many of the additions to the building in
the mid-20th century, including a brick addition at the east end that
was removed ca. 2015. The porch along the front extends across the
original log structure and the later frame addition. The single room
log structure with a large masonry chimney on the east end was the
first section to be constructed. Previous investigations have identified
this structure as a kitchen for Sarah Preston and Henry Bowyer due
to its date of construction, proximity to the house and large size of
the fireplace. More recently, this building served as a farm manager’s
house.
Bowyer-Holladay House Outbuilding (2017)

BOWYER-HOLLADAY HOUSE RUINS (1835 - MID 20TH C)
Sarah Preston, granddaughter of William Preston, married Henry
Bowyer and built a house in 1835 on the 371-acre tract of land she
inherited at the east end of the Greenfield property. What is now
known as the Bowyer-Holladay House Ruins was a two-story
three-bay center-passage brick structure with a two-story frame ell
extending to the rear. The frame ell was probably the portion built first
by Sarah Preston and Henry Bowyer. The two-story brick addition
was likely built between 1854-1861, when Bowyer remarried Maria
Wilmer and needed a larger residence to house their growing family.
The brick portion of the structure had a full clay-floored basement,
while the ell had a full stone foundation basement. An internal
basement chimney was found at the west end of the brick structure,
which also had interior chimneys at both ends. The frame ell had an
exterior chimney at its north end. The house was demolished in the
third quarter of the twentieth century due to unsafe conditions.

GREENFIELD PRESERVATION AREA MASTER PLAN

Bowyer-Holladay House, before 20th century demolition, undated
photograph (McClane 2007: 12)
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PRESTON CEMETERY (19TH CENTURY)
The Preston Cemetery is located north of the Bowyer-Holladay
complex and contains at least twenty-two graves. Most of the residents
either lived in the Greenfield or Bowyer-Holladay plantation houses,
many of whom are Preston and Bowyer descendants (for a full list of
those interred see Appendix D). A variety of grave markers can be
found within the site. Older burials are marked by limestone or marble
obelisks, marble or granite vertical headstones, and granite or marble
horizontal headstones and footstones. More recent markings include
marble tabular crypts, polished granite horizontal headstones and
footstones, and a bronze plaque. The most recent grave is occupied
by Frank B. Preston, III, who died in 2005. The rail fencing around the
site was an Eagle Scout project and should be sensitively maintained.

View South of Preston Cemetery (2015)
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GISH CEMETERY (1841)
The Gish Cemetery is located on a hilltop overlooking Route 220
and farmland. At least seventeen marked graves are found here (see
Appendix D for names of those interred), four of which have lost
the labeled parts of their headstones. The graves are indicated by
a range of markers including simple, unlabeled field stone markers
and sandstone or limestone headstones and footstones. The earliest
labeled grave is for Jacob Gish, Jr., who died on March 11, 1841 at the
age of 46. The most recent grave is occupied by Jacob’s wife, Clora J
Cunduff Gish, who died in 1919 at the age of 70.

View Southwest of Gish Cemetery (2015)

GREENFIELD PRESERVATION AREA MASTER PLAN
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PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT
In January 2016, The Greenfield Preservation Advisory
Commission (GPAC) was established by the Botetourt County
Board of Supervisors to serve as a citizen committee, advising
the Board on the appropriate development of the Greenfield
Preservation Area. County staff solicited interest from the
community in order to identify individuals and groups to
serve in making recommendations on the interpretation
and preservation of the historic resources in the Greenfield
Preservation Area. By virtue of being appointed by the Board,
the GPAC was a public body and subject to the open meeting
requirements of the Code of Virginia.
After their appointment in August 2016, the members of the
GPAC met monthly beginning in October 2016. Each monthly
meeting was a public meeting open to any who desired to
attend. The meetings typically had fewer than three members of
the public and press present. In addition to the meetings being
open to the public, the members of the GPAC often invited
guests to present on topics of historical interest, including
historical preservation, other historical sites around the state,
and opportunities for partnerships. Minutes were kept of each
meeting and have been preserved as part of the public record.
In order to assist with the development of the concept plan for
Greenfield’s Historical Preservation Area, the County issued a
Request for Proposals (RFP) for professional services regarding
the development of the concept plan. The GPAC set the scope
of the RFP at one of its meetings, and two members of the
GPAC were appointed to serve on the review team for the
RFPs. A final recommendation for the chosen firm, Hill Studio
of Roanoke, was made to the Board of Supervisors for the
awarding of a contract.

GREENFIELD PRESERVATION AREA MASTER PLAN
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Greenfield Preservation Area

In an effort to gain a better understanding of the public’s view and
opinions of the project, Hill Studio conducted an online survey during
the month of June 2017. A series of questions relating to the project
were asked, and the survey was promoted through social media,
direct email and the Botetourt County website. Nearly 100 responses
were received with approximately 50% of those responses coming
from Botetourt County residents. A full list of the survey questions is
outlined below, with additional results in graphic form following. The
complete report of survey results is provided in Appendix F (bound
separately).

SurveyMonkey

Q1 What is your relationship to the
Greenfield Preservation Area Master Plan
Project?
Answered: 91

Skipped: 0

Resident of
Botetourt...

Member of GPAC

Local
Government...

Historical
Society Member

Tourism
Professional

Other (please
specify)

ONLINE SURVEY QUESTIONS
1. What is your relationship
Master Plan Project?

to the greenfield

0%

Preservation Area

2. What is your vision for the greenfield preservation
>> “An attractive, well-designed, official-looking historical attraction that details life
in this region during the colonial era and pre-emancipation. The slave quarters
could be rehabilitated, and there could be old photos, maps, letters, quotes that
pertain. It should give visitors and understanding of what was on the land, who
lived there, what life was like.”
>> “Would like to find an appropriate way to preserve the buildings and create a
realistic tourism asset--one that tells the story, attracts visitors but is not too
expensive to maintain.”

10%

20%

30%

40%

Answer Choices

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Responses

Resident of Botetourt County

51.65%

47

Member of GPAC

5.49%

5

Local Government Personnel

5.49%

5

Historical Society Member

12.09%

11

Tourism Professional

3.30%

3

Other (please specify)

21.98%

20

Total

91

1/1

>> “A “Gateway to the West” educational tourist attraction that uses the Preston
plantation structures as the basis of a conversation about the role of Botetourt
County citizens in the expansion of the United States to the west including their
roles in the French and Indian War and the Revolutionary War and the settlement
of Kentucky.”

GREENFIELD PRESERVATION AREA MASTER PLAN
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3. Are you associated with a specific organization? If so please provide
the name and a brief description.
4. How do you envision yourself
Greenfield Preservation Area?

or your organization using the

5. What contribution
Preservation Area?

can your organization make to the

Greenfield

6. List up to 3 things
Preservation Area.

you think are important about the

Greenfield

>> See word cloud to the right.

7. List up to 3 things
Preservation Area.

you would like to change about the

Greenfield

>> See word cloud to the right.
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8. List up to 3 new
Preservation Area.

amenities you would like to see at the

Greenfield

>> See word cloud to the right.

9. Please select the areas below
Greenfield Preservation Area.

that you feel will be impacted by the

10. Please briefly describe how you think the Greenfield Preservation
Area will impact the area(s) selected above.
>> “People, businesses, and organizations visit, move to, and invest in places (Counties)
that clearly provide quality, pride, appreciation and long-term commitment to our
heritage, quality of life and seek long-term answers rather than the short-term
temptation of immediate revenue and the much revered term ‘growth’.”
>> “If Botetourt county is a house then greenfield is the front foyer. It’s a key location
to introduce visitors and business prospects and show them the heritage and
quality of life we have and invite them to join. I know of no other business park
that has such cards to play. Seize this chance to create the Botetourt introduction
experience.”

In addition to the public survey, Hill Studio interviewed local
stakeholders, including county staff, Preston family members, and
targeted members of the community.

GREENFIELD PRESERVATION AREA MASTER PLAN
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DESIGN WORKSHOP SUMMARY
The GPAC, in accordance with its charge, held a community meeting in
July 2017 in order to solicit input and reaction to the planning efforts.
The public meeting was hosted by the GPAC and conducted by staff
from Hill Studio of Roanoke. Hill Studio outlined the scope of the
project, the methodology of soliciting public input and benchmarking
comparable heritage tourism sites, and presented a concept plan
for the Greenfield Preservation Area. Following the presentation,
Hill Studio solicited additional input and comments on the various
components of the plan as well as suggestions for a name for the
preservation area (see Appendix E).
Hill Studio provided a draft of the concept plan and narrative report to
the GPAC at its September 2017 meeting. Hill Studio staff incorporated
input on the draft and prepared the final draft for review by the GPAC
at its October 2017 meeting. The GPAC anticipates giving its final
report to the Board of Supervisors in October 2017.
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BENCHMARK HERITAGE
TOURISM SITE ANALYSIS
The Commonwealth of Virginia is recognized by visitors for
its rich history and variety of historic sites. From Colonial
Williamsburg and Jamestown, to Mount Vernon, Monticello,
Montpelier and Poplar Forest, Virginia has an abundance of
interpretive homes, estates and venues that chronicle the
history of the United States from Virginia’s first settlement
through the Civil War and beyond.
Contemporary tourism practices include the development of
heritage trails. These trails link features of historic, cultural or
recreational interest and can be limited to a small area (i.e.
a walking trail) or encompass an entire county or region (i.e.
driving routes, important sites along the way, places to stay
and eat, attractions, etc.). Trails can reflect a theme (Civil
War Trail), track a significant path of travel (Scenic Byway)
or follow a combination of several connected features. The
benefit of trail tourism is that money is more likely to be spent
in rural towns and economically disadvantaged areas when they
are stops along the way, rather than as destinations in and of
themselves. Many people following a trail will spend a night or
more enjoying the lodging, dining and recreational offerings
within the area.

GREENFIELD PRESERVATION AREA MASTER PLAN
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The following information on the economic impact of tourism
in Botetourt County is based on several sources including the
annual economic impact numbers reported by the Virginia Tourism
Corporation and additional visitor and website analytics provided by
the Botetourt County Office of Economic Development. The most
current data dates to FY 2015.
Tourism in Botetourt County is a significant contributor to the
local economy. In 2015, a total of 453 people in Botetourt County
were employed in what is defined as “direct travel related”
employment. Payroll (direct wages), salaries and tips corresponding
to this employment in the county equal $8,990,397. The direct
spending by domestic travelers in Botetourt County (including
food, accommodations, auto transportation, public transportation,
incidental purchases, entertainment/recreation and travel) totaled
$55,516,461 in 2015. These travel-related expenditures generated
local tax receipts of $1,563,933. This total includes county and city
receipts from individual and corporate income taxes, sales and gross
receipts taxes and excise taxes.
In addition to establishing the economic impact of tourism within a
given community, the Virginia Tourism Corporation provides us with
additional guidance through their travel profiles. All profiles are based
on households within a 50-mile radius (one-way) from home including
day trips with one or more night away from home. There are three
profiles that are important to this study and will inform the decisions
we make with respect to the development of the tourism asset and
the marketing opportunities. The full reports are available at www.
vatc.org/research/travel-data/
Statewide tourism statistics report that nearly 30% of people visiting
Virginia for leisure and recreational purposes travel from within the
state. Of the leisure travel visitors to Virginia, 67% indicated that their
purpose of travel was to visit friends or relatives and 38% indicated
they were also visiting for sightseeing opportunities. Additionally, 24%
indicated outdoor recreation was the purpose of their visit and 14%
indicated rural sightseeing was a focus of their trip.
Botetourt County has been part of the Virginia Mountains Region
under VTC since 2015. As this marketing region was only recently
formed, VTC has limited data available specific to the region.
GREENFIELD PRESERVATION AREA MASTER PLAN

Nearly half of the leisure travel visitors to the region travel from within
Virginia. The top 5 cities of origin are Roanoke (17%), Washington DC/
Hagerstown (11%), Richmond-Petersburg (11%), Norfolk-PortsmouthNewport News (8%) and Harrisonburg (4%). The primary purpose of
a trip to the Virginia Mountains Region was to Visit Family/Friends
(41%), Entertainment/Sightseeing (17%), Outdoor recreation (9%),
Pleasure/Personal (12%), National Park/Monuments (12%), State Park/
Monuments (12%) and Rural Sightseeing (25%). Guests visiting the
Virginia Mountains Region indicated the following top activities as part
of their travel itinerary in the region: Historic Sites/Churches (21%),
Museums (13%), Old Homes/Mansions (8%), and Hiking/Backpacking/
Canoeing (8%).
The profile of travelers visiting Historic Sites/Churches, Old Homes/
Mansions, Civil War Trails, and Civil War Life in the Virginia Mountains
Region is the most relevant to the development of the Greenfield
Preservation Area. Generally, these visitors emanate from a wider
area with only 27% traveling from within Virginia.
Activities enjoyed by visitors whose purpose is to seek out heritage
tourism experiences include: Historic Sites/Churches (71%), Museums
(30%), Old Homes/Mansions (24%), State Monuments/Recreation
Areas (18%) and Federal Monuments/Recreation Areas (20%).
Finally, the data collected by Botetourt County through Visitor Logs,
website analytics and Facebook report numbers is too small to be
statistically valid. However, the information is anecdotal and mirrors
the information collected by the statistically significant Virginia
Tourism Corporation. From 2012-2016, 57 inquiries out of 180
requesting information from Botetourt tourism were from Virginia.
The remaining inquiries were evenly dispersed between Maryland,
New York, Pennsylvania, North and South Carolina. Many of these
visitors were returning home to the county to visit family and friends,
or visit their birthplace. The majority of travelers were seeking
basic tourism information about the community, some specifically
requesting information about the Fincastle historic district tours as
well as outdoor recreation and wineries. For additional anecdotal
information, a survey of lodging and retail partners can confirm
where guests are coming from and the reason for their visit Botetourt
County. It is important to note that, according to www.gutsytraveler.
com, 80% of all travel decisions are now made by women.
BENCHMARK HERITAGE TOURISM SITES ANALYSIS
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When considering those existing heritage/historical sites to which the
future success of this project is compared, it is essential to keep in
mind the need to compare like product and experience. While it may
be tempting to compare this site to a well-known historic product,
such as Colonial Williamsburg, it would be a disservice to this project
to compare itself to such a dissimilar product. A heritage product that
is very similar in scope to the Greenfield Preservation Area should
be selected for comparison. As this fledgling site becomes both more
successful and self-sustaining, it can be compared to more well-known
historic sites.
Each of the tourism assets noted below have similar elements
and features to the Greenfield site and Fincastle Historic District
and therefore suggest a variety of directions the County can take
in developing not only the site at Greenfield, but a possible larger
heritage experience in Botetourt. The well-established local tourism
asset, The Frontier Culture Museum, illustrates the cost of a fullscale, fully staffed, fully funded tourism attraction.
In the immediate future the Fort Christanna site is likely the most
comparable in style and scale to the intended project at Greenfield.
Some of the other heritage tourism sites listed in this section are
good models for long term planning at the Greenfield Preservation
Area.

1700’s Ganatastwi interpretive reconstruction area at the
Frontier Culture Mueseum. (http://www.frontiermuseum.
org/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/IMG_0360.jpg)

Early American Schoolhouse at the Frontier Culture Museum (http://www.
frontiermuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/IMG_0146.jpg)
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FORT CHRISTANNA HISTORICAL SITE
The construction of Fort Christanna was ordered by colonial Gov.
Alexander Spotswood in 1714. The 3.5-acre, five-sided fort, which
was situated within a 36-square-mile tract, was built to defend local
settlers and Native American Tribes that sided with the English.
Included in the fort was a Native American School that as many as
100 children attended. In 1717, the fort lost its support and in time the
palisade walls and buildings fell and the site reverted to forest.
In 2001, the Brunswick County Board of Supervisors, assigned to
protect the site, bought the 22 acres. In 2006, the Board added
2.5 acres. Now this historical and recreational park features trails,
parking, a welcome area, an information kiosk and interpretive signs.
Location:

Fort Christiana Historical and Recreational
Park, 1000 Fort Hill Road Lawrenceville, VA 23868

Ownership:

Fort Christanna welcome sign. (http://germanna.org/2014/06/23/
happy-300th-anniversary-to-our-sister-fort-in-brunswick-county/)

Brunswick County

Number of Employees:

No Staff, Docents Conduct Tours by Request

Operating Budget:
The first five years of operation the County
budgeted $50,000 year to develop the site. Total: $250,000. Brunswick
County maintains site through the Parks and Recreation Department
Capital Budget: 			
Hours of Operation:
Attendance/Visitors: 		

$5,000 per year to add signage etc.
365 Days a Year (7:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.)

Approximately 700 per month (Avg. 2 per car)

Fee Schedule:

Free

Other Funding:
Fort Christanna Historical Society (501-3c),
Visitor Donations, 20K (Garden Club,) Small Annual Donations, Contractor
Donations, Adopt a Bench ($500.00) with naming rights “Tobacco Money”
Source:

Bob Conner, Ft. Christanna Historical Society (434.917.0159)

GREENFIELD PRESERVATION AREA MASTER PLAN

Example of site amenities at Fort Christanna Historical
Site (http://www.brunswickco.com/ftchris.asp)
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SETTLERS MUSEUM OF SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA
The Settlers Museum of Southwest Virginia was founded in 1987.
This non-profit museum is a primarily donor-supported institution
located on U.S. Forest Service land. The purpose of the museum is
to tell the story of the people who settled the area and the unique
culture that developed. The site includes a Visitor Center, the
1894 Lindamood School House and the Farm House with its nine
outbuildings.
Location: 		

1322 Rocky Hollow
Road, Atkins, VA 24311 276.686.4401

Ownership:
The United States Forest Service (George Washington/
Jefferson) Operated by Settlers Museum Foundation(During Season)
Number of Employees:

1 FTE, 2-3 Volunteer/
Docents for School Tours and Scheduled Events

Operating Budget:

In part through donations and fees

Capital Budget: 				

Farm House at the Settler’s Museum (2014)

N/A

Hours of Operation:
April 1 – September 30 (Tue-Saturday 9-5,
Sunday 1-6), October 1 – November 30 (Tue-Saturday 10-5, Sunday
1-5), Open Memorial Day, Labor Day and Independence Day
Attendance/Visitors:
Fee Schedule:
Other Funding:

Approximately 1,000 annually
Adult $ 5.00, Children Free with Adult
Visitor Donations, Picnic Facilities Rentals

Source:

Melissa Freeman, Director

Lindamood School House at the Settler’s Museum (2014)
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WOLF CREEK INDIAN VILLAGE
Based on the Brown-Johnson archeology site which was discovered
in 1970, Wolf Creek Indian Village and Museum is a reconstructed
village based on what is known about the site and its inhabitants.
Tour Guides are available to escort guests through the village to learn
about the lives of the Eastern Woodland Indians. Self-guided tours
are available for those who would enjoy exploring the village on their
own. A picnic shelter with power and water is available for a day or
event rental.
Location:

6394 North Scenic Highway, Bastian,
VA 24314 (Bland County) 276.688.3438

Ownership:

Bland County

Number of Employees:
Operating Budget:

1 FTE, 8 PTE (seasonal as needed)
				

Capital Budget:
Hours of Operation:

FY 16 $179,419.00

Village reconstruction area at the Wolf Creek Indian Village (https://www.
virginia.org/listings/CulturalHeritage/WolfCreekIndianVillageMuseum/)

None
Mon – Sat (9-5) Closed Sundays (April – December)

Attendance/Visitors:
4,760 Paid School, 876 Paid Senior, 3,791
Paid Adult, 720 Paid Children,75 Family (2 Adults with kids)
Fee Schedule:
Adult $10.00, Senior $9.00 (Seniors, AAA, Military Veterans),
6-1 $5.00, under 6 Free, Public School/Home School/Group Tour Pricing
Other Funding:

Donations, Annual Membership, Shelter Rentals

Source:

Jamie Williams, Executive Director

Interpretation scene at the Wolf Creek Indian Village (http://www.crazycrow.
com/site/event/wolf-creek-indian-village-intertribal-pow-wow/)
GREENFIELD PRESERVATION AREA MASTER PLAN
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BOOKER T. WASHINGTON NATIONAL MONUMENT
The Booker T. Washington National Monument is located near the
Hardy community in Franklin County, VA. It preserves portions of
the 207-acre tobacco farm on which educator Booker T. Washington
was born into slavery. It provides interpretation of Washington’s life
and achievements as well as interpretation of slavery in the 1850s.
It is a working farm and illustrates period farming through the use
of buildings, gardens, crafts and animals. The Visitor Center features
interpretive exhibits, audio-visual presentations, and several trails.
The National Park Service maintains an heirloom garden, farm area
and picnic area as well.
Location:

12130 Booker T Washington
Highway Hardy, VA 24101 540.721.2094

Ownership:
Number of Employees:
Operating Budget:
Capital Budget:

The National Park Service
10 FTE budgeted but currently have 7 FTE
$974,000.00 (Anticipate a 5-12% decrease this year)
No capital improvements budgeted

Hours of Operation:

Open Daily, 9-5 (Closed
Thanksgiving, December 25 and Jan 1)

Attendance/Visitors:

20,000 – 27,000 annually

Fee Schedule:
Other Funding:
Source:

Entrance area of the Booker T. Washington National
Monument. (http://battlefieldsandtastingrooms.com/museums/
booker-t-washington-national-monument.html)

Free to the Public
Friends of the Booker T Washington
Nat. Monument (501-3c), Visitor Donations
Connie Mays, Administrative Office

Recreation of the Burroughs Plantation at the Booker T. Washington
National Monument (http://battlefieldsandtastingrooms.com/
museums/booker-t-washington-national-monument.html)
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FRONTIER CULTURE MUSEUM
The Frontier Culture Museum is a living history museum focusing
on the lives of early American immigrants and the influence of their
heritage on the American experience. Dating from the early-17th –
19th centuries, the original farm houses and buildings on the site have
been brought from England, German and Northern Ireland to present
accurate, educational and entertaining scenes of how immigrants
lived before coming to America. The recently opened Igbo household
demonstrates life in 18th century Biafra.
The museum is situated on an authentic Virginia farm and presents the
synthesis of European, African and Native American cultures.
Location:

1290 Richmond Avenue, Staunton, Virginia 24402 540.332.7850

Ownership:

The Commonwealth of Virginia

Number of Employees:

32 FTE, 20
PTE (Maximum 1500 hours/seasonal)

Operating Budget:

$2,626,080.00

Capital Budget:

$1,409,681.00

Hours of Operation:

365 Days a Year (9:00 – 5:00)

Attendance/Visitors:

FY 17 (June 30, 2017) 80,000 paid admissions

Interpretation of tending tobacco at the museum. (http://www.frontiermuseum.
org/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/1840.tending.tobacco.IMG_6067-01.jpg)

FY 16 (June 30, 2016) 71,162 paid admissions
		
Fee Schedule:		

FY 15 (June 30, 2015) 59,800 paid admissions
Adult $12.00, Senior $11.50,
13-College $11.00, 6-12 $7.00, under 6 Free

Other Funding:
American Frontier Culture Foundation (5013c) Visitor Donations, Events and Weddings and Facilities Rentals
Source:

Merritt Schoonover, Director of Administration Services

1850’s American Farm exhibit. (http://www.frontiermuseum.
org/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/IMG_0391.jpg)
GREENFIELD PRESERVATION AREA MASTER PLAN
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MASTER PLAN
OVERVIEW
The master plan for the Greenfield Preservation Area proposes
to utilize the surviving historic resources, the landscape, and the
artifacts to interpret the significant role the Preston family and
Botetourt County played in the history of Southwest Virginia.
The development of an interpretive trail system is intended to
appeal to both county residents and visitors by taking advantage
of the natural beauty of the site while improving access to the
historic structures and sites. Interpretive panels and markers
along the trail will create a chronological passage through time
that relates the people and places of Greenfield and Botetourt
County to significant events in regional and national history. To
ensure the preservation of this area with its historic resources,
the plan recommends that protective covenants or an easement
be placed on the proposed 38-acre Greenfield Preservation
Area. The Preservation Area will be connected to the existing
trail system at the Botetourt Center at Greenfield to enhance
its accessibility and utilization. Furthermore, the scope of the
interpretation of the sites, as it makes connections to the
broader history of the region and the nation, will serve as a
gateway to heritage tourism in Southwest Virginia.

GREENFIELD PRESERVATION AREA MASTER PLAN
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TIMELINE WALK
The trail and interpretive panels are designed to weave the users
through the site, through history, and through the region as it
interprets the role of Colonel William Preston and Botetourt County
in the development of Southwest Virginia. The trail is designed to have
minimal visual and physical impact on the natural setting. Constructed
of a compacted stone gravel, the trail will take advantage of the natural
topography to make the site accessible. As funding is being secured,
the trail can begin as a mowed path to encourage its immediate use.
The system of interpretive panels and markers is multi-level. Simple
“date” markers will be installed at regular intervals to pace the trail
by decades through the site. Low, horizontal stone or concrete
markers will be located intermittently along the trail to mark events
on a national and regional level. Stories of events, places and people
in history that relate specifically to Greenfield, the Colonel William
Preston family and Botetourt County will be related on interpretive
panels that are illustrated with available historic maps, documents
and photographs. A design template for the interpretive panels and
markers will be provided for consistency, however, the individual
panels can be installed as funding allows. The interpretive panels
can also be expanded beyond the Greenfield Preservation Area to
connect to other sites associated with Botetourt County and the
Preston family, such as Smithfield Plantation in Montgomery County,
to promote an understanding of their role in the development of
Southwest Virginia and beyond.

Timeline Walk Pace Marker

Timeline Walk Significant Event Marker

A preliminary list of potential stories that might be included is provided
below. However, these stories will require further research and
additional stories may come to light that should also be interpreted.

Timeline Walk Interpretive Panel
GREENFIELD PRESERVATION AREA MASTER PLAN
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POTENTIAL STORIES FOR INTERPRETATION
1607: The British

arrive in Jamestown, encountering native americans
and bringing with them the first shipment of beer to America.

1755: Preston encounters Native Americans on the frontier
>> Colonel William Preston frequently encountered Native Americans as he
surveyed land in Virginia’s western frontier. Along with prominent Virginians
Thomas Jefferson and George Washington, Preston mapped the land and laid
out new settlements on the frontier. In order to protect the colonists in their
new settlements from Native Americans who claimed the land, Preston was also
engaged in building forts along the frontier. In 1756, he led George Washington
on a tour of frontier forts.

1769: Botetourt County Established, Preston active in local politics,
militia

>> Colonel William Preston became an influential leader in the western counties
of Virginia due to his wealth and prominence as a land surveyor. During the
French and Indian War, he assumed greater military responsibility as he was
promoted from Captain to Major to Colonel. Elected to the House of Burgesses in
1766, Preston was part of the Assembly that created Botetourt County. He was
subsequently appointed to the most important offices in the county, including
Surveyor, Colonel of the Militia, Justice of the Peace and Escheator.

1772: Preston Begins Construction
Greenfield

of

Smithfield,

leaves legacy at

>> In 1772, Preston began construction of his new plantation, Smithfield, as it was
located in the newly established Fincastle County. Preston was again appointed to
prominent political positions in the new county. By the time the Prestons left for
Smithfield Greenfield occupied 2,175 acres. William and his wife, Susanna, had
six of their twelve children at Greenfield. Surveyor, Colonel of the Militia, Justice
of the Peace and Escheator.

Timeline Walk Interpretive Panel-ELEVATION

1776-1783: Preston serves as an officer in the Revolutionary War
>>
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In addition to his military duties, he also worked to keep peace with the Loyalists
and persuade them to change allegiance from Britain to America.
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1785: George Washington and the Kanawha Canal
>> George Washington proposes what would become the James River and Kanawha
Canal System, to form a crucial commercial connection between the Ohio and
Mississippi Valleys with the United States, rather than with France and Spain.
The canal system would become the most important traffic route in antebellum
Virginia and the longest in the South. The canal brought an economic boost to
Botetourt County.

1801: Jacob Gish, first occupier of Gish cemetery, is born
1827: Sarah Preston, Col. William Preston’s granddaughter, marries
Henry Bowyer and gains 371 acres of the estate. In 1835, they build the
Bowyer-Holladay House at the east end of the Greenfield Plantation.
1832-1864: Greenfield Plantation
Period

and slavery during

Antebellum

>> Domestic outbuildings constructed to house activities and living spaces for
enslaved African Americans working on the plantation

1870s: Henry Bowyer

struggles financially after the Civil War and
places his assets under lien. In the following decades a series of legal
disputes over ownership of the property until Meredith Holladay,
Henry’s granddaughter, obtained the property.

1900: After the Civil War, both white and black descendents remain at
Greenfield. African Americans work as tenant farmers.
1959: Greenfield Manor House Burns
*Potential items to explore more in-depth: the extension of the Great Valley
Road to the James River; the connection between Jacob Gish, Jr. and David Gish,
founder of Gish’s Mill/ Vinton; connection between John Preston, Colonel William
Preston’s son, and Prestonsburg, KY (1818); Lewis and Clark’s connection to the
Prestons at Greenfield (1806 – Lewis and Clark Return)
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Historical Marker for Greenfield (Ann Layman 2016)
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STABILIZING HISTORIC RESOURCES
The historic structures and sites in the Preservation Area are critical
to the interpretation of Greenfield’s history and significance as they
provide a tangible connection to the past. The stabilization of these
historic resources should be the first priority as they provide the
basis for interpretation. Immediate stabilization efforts, such as the
reconstruction of the chimney on the Greenfield Kitchen, should
be undertaken as soon as possible. Following initial stabilization, a
thorough assessment of the building conditions should be undertaken
to develop a more accurate plan and cost estimate for repair and
restoration. This work will require full access to the exterior and
interior of all of the historic structures, including the removal of the
Tyvek from the Greenfield Slave Quarters. All work on the historic
structures should follow the guidelines in the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Buildings. It may be appropriate
to use salvaged materials from historic structures recovered from
Explore Park when the building’s date and type of construction are
similar.

Sketch of Greenfield Kitchen

The stabilization and repair of the historic structures can provide an
educational opportunity for the public. As they observe this work, the
public can learn about early construction practices and techniques.
Allowing for the public observation of the repair and stabilization work
will encourage immediate access and utilization of the Preservation
Area as well as promote public awareness and support fundraising
efforts for the project.
Once the structures are in good repair, the county should decide
the level of public access it desires for the structures. The buildings
can serve as artifacts that are viewed only from the exterior. Visual
access to the interior can be provided by installing secure Plexiglas
at the entrance doors. Access to the interior of these buildings may
be provided at scheduled times or by appointment and under the
supervision of the county or a designated volunteer group. Depending
on the level of accessibility and security, it may be appropriate to display
exhibits of artifacts collected during the archaeological investigations
at the sites related to each structure. Contemporary artifacts
recovered from Explore Park (such as wagons, farm implements,
furniture, cooking, and other household accessories) that relate to
50

MASTER PLAN

Relocated Greenfield Kitchen (2015)
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life in Botetourt County during the time of Greenfield may also be
used to help interpret the site. If artifacts from Explore Park or other
locations are to be used, their provenance and history should clearly
be identified to avoid incorrect associations.
Additionally, a “move report” should be prepared for the Greenfield
Kitchen and Slave Quarters to document the relocation of these
structures and justify their continued significance and integrity for
listing on the National Register of Historic Places.
The Bowyer-Holladay House Ruins should be stabilized by removing
the overgrowth and installing a permanent fence to secure the site for
public safety and to protect the integrity of the site. An interpretive
panel explaining the history and significance of the house and its
relationship to Greenfield should be installed. If future funding permits,
an archaeological investigation of this site should be conducted.
The two historic cemeteries also provide important connections to
the past through the lives and accomplishments of the people interred
in them. The fences and gravestones need to be repaired and properly
maintained. An accurate account of the burials should be recorded.
Interpretive panels that provide information about the people buried
in these cemeteries should be installed as part of the Timeline Walk.

Interior of Slave Cabin, showing the fireplace and the ladder to the loft space.
(Ann Layman 2016)

Sketch of Bowyer-Holladay Structure shown with restoration.
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PROPOSED RESTROOM
AND EXHIBIT SPACE

EXISTING PARKING LOT

BEE SANCTUARY

1830

RELOCATED
SLAVE QUARTERS
PRESENT

1810
GISH CEMETERY

1880
1820

NEW MEDIAN CUT

1800

1890
1870

1864
1790
1780

1900
1770

1750

1760

1740

PRESTON CEMETERY

1730
1720

RELOCATED GREENFIELD
KITCHEN
HOLLADAY BOWYER STRUCTURE

PRESTON MEMORIAL

1710

GREENFIELD HIGHER
EDUCATION CENTER

Master Plan: Plan view shows the years that will be interpreted on the timeline and the corresponding suggested interpretive items.
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INTERPRETIVE CENTER AND PUBLIC TOILETS
The master plan recommends the construction of an Interpretive
Center that will include public toilet facilities, an exhibit gallery and
a small auditorium. The exact location of the facility should take into
account proximity to the Bee Sanctuary. This facility can be designed
and constructed in phases, beginning with public toilets and a display
area for exhibits and information about the Preservation Area. This
initial phase will serve as an amenity for the larger Botetourt Center
at Greenfield and encourage the public to visit the Preservation Area
and use the interpretive trails. As funding becomes available and
exhibits and interpretive programming are developed, the facility can
be expanded to include a gallery space and auditorium. The secure
and conditioned space of such a facility will provide an opportunity
to display and interpret the extensive collection of artifacts collected
during the various archaeological investigations of the Greenfield
property. If desired, the design of the Interpretive Center can utilize
salvaged historic materials from early Botetourt County structures
that have been recently deaccessioned from Explore Park. If such
materials are used in the construction of this new building, it will be
important to provide an interpretive panel that explains the origin of
the materials. If desired, a kiosk with brochures could be built prior
to the construction of the Interpretive Center.
Refined restroom concept with larger exhibit space for artifacts. Allows enough
space for intial exhibits, in case an expansion in the future is not persued.

Alternative Concept for Toilet Structure
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Alternative Concept for Toilet Structure
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SITE DEVELOPMENT
In addition to the historic resources, timeline and interpretive center,
the natural resources and setting of the site provide opportunities
to interpret the history of Greenfield and rural life in Botetourt
County. The meadow area along Route 220 should remain as open
land as it provides a valuable buffer of undeveloped land between
the busy transportation corridor and the Preservation Area. The
current practice of leasing this land to local farmers as a hayfield
is an appropriate use of this land. The buffer of trees between the
Bowyer-Holladay House Ruins with its associated Kitchen/ Farm
Manager’s House and the relocated Greenfield structures should also
be maintained to visually separate these two historic homesteads
as their original locations were not visually connected in such close
proximity. Other areas within the proposed 38-acre tract should
remain undeveloped with either historically-accurate crops and
gardens, such as would have been found on the Greenfield plantation,
or native plantings to support wildlife habitat. The existing Bee
Sanctuary is a good example of appropriate use of the land within the
Preservation Area. Additionally, any fencing within the Preservation
Area, either to define yards associated with the structures or the
perimeter boundaries, should be historically appropriate. To achieve a
compatible and contemporary design for the new Interpretive Center
and Toilet Facility, the construction of these structures can utilize
salvaged historic materials from early Botetourt County structures
that have been recently deaccessioned from Explore Park. If such
materials are used in the construction of this new building, it will be
important to provide an interpretive panel that explains the origin of
the materials.

Future Expansion of Restrooms to Welcome Center.
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PARKING AND VEHICULAR ACCESS
The current vehicular access to the Preservation Area needs to be
improved to allow access to vehicles to turn left from the eastbound
lane of International Parkway. The master plan recommends that the
median strip of International Parkway be removed where the road to
the Preservation Area intersects with International Drive. The existing
drive and parking area provide sufficient access to the Preservation
Area. In order to minimize the costs associated with the implementation
of this master plan, no improvements are recommended for the
drive and parking area beyond routine maintenance by the County. If
visitation to the Preservation Area increases dramatically or if the use
of the expanded Interpretive Center requires additional parking, the
parking area may need to be expanded in the future.

Toilet Structure
Existing Parking Lot
Existing Road

RELATIONSHIP TO THE INDUSTRIAL PARK
The master plan recommends that the Preservation Area be wellintegrated with the surrounding Botetourt Center at Greenfield to
promote access and visitation to the interpretive area by people who
work at or visit the Center. This integration can be accomplished by
improved signage, road access, and trail connections. The county’s
updated master plan for the Botetourt Center at Greenfield
recommends signage improvements, including the wayfinding signs for
the Preservation Area. Improved integration with the road system can
be accomplished, as previously discussed, by removing the median at
the entrance to the Preservation Area. The proposed new Interpretive
Center and Public Toilets as well as the Timeline Trail should also be
connected to the existing Cherry Blossom Trail and the Col. William
Preston Memorial in the surrounding Botetourt Center at Greenfield.

Median Cut to Improve Circulation
New Entrance Signage
Entrance Fencing

Plan detail of Access Road and Toilet Structure
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WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT AND
VIRTUAL EXPERIENCE
Digital technology should be used as a cost-effective and adaptive
way to promote public awareness, use, and support of the
Preservation Area. The development of a website and Facebook
page for the Preservation Area will make information about the
history, significance of the site and the proposed master plan project
immediately available to the public. Additionally, they can be used
as fundraising tools. Information on such digital platforms can be
expanded and adapted as information becomes available, progress
made, and events planned. The website and Facebook page can be
easily shared or linked to other sites and pages sponsored by similar
organizations or locations - such as Botetourt County, the Botetourt
County Historical Society, Smithfield Plantation, and the Colonel
William Preston Memorial – to emphasize connections to related
heritage tourism sites and reach a greater audience.
Technology can also be used on-site to enhance the visitor
experience with digital images and access to interpretive information.
Initially, QR codes can be added to the trail at the location of future
interpretive panels to provide internet access to the content and
graphics of the proposed panels prior to their actual fabrication and
installation. Additional information that will not be included in the
limited space of the panels can be provided in this manner as well
to expand the interpretation of Greenfield and its related stories.
Historic photographs and the re-enactment of living history can also
be digitally produced and made available to visitors through special
glasses or an iPhone application such as the Museum of London’s
Streetmuseum App. These technologies that will allow users to
experience the present sites within the Preservation Area from a
historical perspective.

GREENFIELD PRESERVATION AREA MASTER PLAN

Example of a QR Code sticker being added to an interpretive panel, providing
quick access to further digital information.
(friendsofrcparks.com/smart-phone-qr-codes-go-live-on-bike-path-signs/)

Example of a modern photo merged with a historic photo using the Streetmuseum App.
(www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-2567739/Streetmuseum-app-creates-hybridimages-London.html)
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COST ESTIMATES AND PHASING PLAN
The intent of the cost estimate and phasing strategy for the master
plan is to allow the financial investment in the Greenfield Preservation
Area to increase in direct proportion to its use and support by the
public. The proposed components of the Master Plan are designed
to be implemented in phases as funding becomes available. The cost
estimate is organized by each component of the master plan with
sequential phases for each of the components. The phasing strategy
also identifies phases for the various components that complement
each other and would be feasible to accomplish in a given funding
cycle. Based on a commitment by the County to match up to
$50,000 in private donations, the target budget is $100,000 per
year. It is anticipated that projects for some years will cost less than
$100,000 while work in other years will exceed that amount. The
recommendation is that specific goals are identified and efforts are
made each year to raise $50,000 in private donations to maximize
the amount available from the County, regardless of the actual cost
of work each year. This strategy will be necessary to accumulate the
funds required for the component phases with larger budgets.
The phasing strategy is flexible and can be adjusted according to public
interest, use and support of the park as well as County initiatives.
The phasing strategy addresses the immediate need to stabilize the
historic structures as a first priority since these resources form the
basis for the interpretive park. Additionally, low-cost volunteer and
digital projects are included in initial phases to engage the public and
encourage immediate use of the park. This initial stabilization of the
resources and engagement of the public will be critical to the future
development and success of the Greenfield Preservation Area.

FUNDING STRATEGY
The Botetourt County Board of Supervisors is committed to
partnering with county residents to support the development and
maintenance of the Greenfield Preservation Area. As the County
has committed to allocating up to $50,000 a year to match private
donations, the success of the interpretive park will depend on its
immediate and continued use and support by residents and visitors. In
order to accomplish this, it is critical that a citizen’s group be formed
as a 501c3 organization to lead the efforts to raise private donations
and form partnerships in the community.
The master plan for the Greenfield Pres
ervation Area is designed to appeal to a variety of users with its broad
interpretation of local, regional and national history as well as its access
to the natural resources of the site. Local community groups that
could partner to support the Greenfield Preservation Area through
special projects or fundraising events might include the following:
-

Botetourt County Historical Society
Historic Fincastle
Roanoke Valley Preservation Foundation
SAR and DAR chapters
Local churches
Genealogical societies
Local Boy Scout and Girl Scout Troops
Big Spring Garden Club and other local garden clubs
Botetourt County Bee Club
Future Farmers of America chapters
Local High School classes and club organizations
Local industries, particularly those located in the Botetourt
Center at Greenfield
National Audubon Society
Virginia Wildlife Federation
Virginia Chapter, National Wild Turkey Federation

The master plan phasing strategy provides opportunities for local
groups to sponsor various components through volunteer efforts as
well as in-kind match or financial donations.
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Examples of these types of projects that have already been supported
by local groups include the Col. William Preston Memorial, sponsored
by the Fincastle Resolutions Chapter of the Sons of the American
Revolution, and the Bee Sanctuary. The Bee Sanctuary was created
through partnerships between the Botetourt County Bee Club,
the Big Spring Garden Club, several Eagle Scouts and the Kiwanis
Club. Future projects might include partnering with: local high school
students to develop digital content for a website and social media
presence and a marketing plan; local churches, DAR and SAR chapters,
and genealogical or historical societies to conduct oral histories and/
or assist with the repair and maintenance of the historic cemeteries;
local chapters of Future Farmers of America or wildlife and natural
resource organizations to establish native plantings for wildlife habitat;
and various groups and organizations to conduct research and
sponsor the installation of individual interpretive panels on the trail.
Creative ideas for fundraising and partnerships could include: a “day
sponsorship” for a demonstration workshop during the stabilization
work on the historic structures; partnering with Ballast Point or
the Daleville Tap House to hold monthly trivia nights that focus on
the history of Botetourt County and Greenfield with a percentage
of sales donated to the project. The goal of these partnerships is
not only to accomplish specific components or phases of the master
plan but, more importantly, to gain their long-term support through
investment and engagement in the Greenfield Preservation Area.
Public support for the development and maintenance of the
interpretive park can extend beyond the designated allocation of
matching funds from the County. As the Botetourt County Recreation
and Facilities Department currently maintains the site as part of the
Botetourt Center at Greenfield, arrangements should be formalized
to continue this support. There may be an opportunity to partner
with the Department of Recreation and Facilities to construct the
proposed toilet facility as this will serve as a public amenity to the
larger park. Additional funding for the long-term maintenance of the
Greenfield Preservation Area may also be available from the local
tourism taxes or income generated by leasing the pasture land along
Route 220 at the east end of the site. Finally, the County should work
closely with local and state tourism agencies to include the Greenfield
Preservation Area as it promotes heritage tourism in Botetourt
County and Southwest Virginia.

GREENFIELD PRESERVATION AREA MASTER PLAN

State and federal funds may be available through various grant
programs to implement certain aspects of the master plan-particularly those components that will require a greater capital
investment. Given the focus of the Greenfield Preservation on
heritage tourism through an interpretive trail system that connects
historic resources within a natural environment, potential
sources for grant funding may include the following: the Virginia
Tourism Corporation, the Virginia Department of Conservation
and Recreation, the Institute for Museum and Library Services,
the Virginia Foundation for the Humanities, and the Virginia
Department of Transportation.

Col William Preston Memorial at Greenfield, sponsored by the Fincastle
Resolutions Chapter of the SAR, designed by Hill Studio. (2016)
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Several national, state and regional organizations have initiatives that
relate to Colonel William Preston and the Greenfield Preservation
Area and efforts should be made to partner with these organizations
to support one another.
Historic Smithfield Plantation Home, Blacksburg
https://www.smithfieldplantation.org
Colonel William Preston built this impressive home in 1774 in what is
now Montgomery County following his settlement of Greenfield. The
Smithfield Plantation served as a center for political and social life for
Fincastle County as well as a stop for many on their way to settle the
western frontier. Listed on the National Register of Historic places
and the Virginia Landmarks Register, Smithfield Plantation has also
been designated by the General Assembly as the Family Homestead of
Virginia Governors. The home is open to the public as a living history
museum and serves as a center for research on the Preston family.
The Greenfield Preservation Area and Smithfield Plantation would
mutually benefit by co-marketing their sites to strengthen their
connection and increase public awareness of the Preston family in
Southwest Virginia.

Smithfield Plantation, Col. Preston’s second plantation home
(www.smithfieldplantation.org)

The Lewis and Clark Heritage Trail
www.lewisandclarktrail.com
Lewis and Clark were contemporaries of Colonel William Preston’s
son, “Billy.” They are also known to have visited Fincastle before and
after they set off on their great expedition. The Lewis and Clark
Heritage Trail extends west over 4,600 miles from Washington, D.C.
through 19 states, then terminating at the Pacific Ocean. The trail
follows the path Lewis and Clark blazed as they explored what is
now the contiguous United States of America, allowing present day
travelers to take part in a mid 1800s-era adventure. The trail features
various communities along its path and highlights places to stay, events
and attractions in those areas.
By partnering with the Lewis and Clark Heritage Trail and potentially
becoming a Lewis and Clark Trail Community, the Greenfield
Preservation Area could become a destination on a nationwide trek.
The Lewis and Clark Heritage Trail would also benefit from a new
audience in southwestern Virginia.
60

MASTER PLAN

Route of the Lewis & Clark Trail, Botetourt County could fit into
Preparation or Homecoming sections of the Trail.
(www.lewisandclarktrail.com)
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The Slave Dwelling Project
www.slavedwellingproject.org
The Slave Dwelling Project seeks to bring attention to the need
to identify, document and preserve an oftentimes ignored historic
building type: slave dwellings. This group encourages people of all
backgrounds, professions and interests to understand the importance
of these resources by spending a night in them.
As the Greenfield Preservation Area possesses multiple sites where
slaves and servants lived that could be threatened in the future by
lack of suitable preservation interventions, The Slave Dwelling Project
could be an excellent organization with whom to partner. By inviting
members of the group to spend the night in the historic structures,
Greenfield could support the Slave Dwelling Project while drawing
attention to the need to raise money to fund the conservation
measures that should be undertaken to stabilize and preserve the
buildings for future audiences.

Joseph McGill, Founder of the Slave Dwelling Project
(slavedwellingproject.org)

HistoriCorps Institute
www.historicorps.org
HistoriCorps began in 2009 in Colorado as a public/private program
that engages a network of volunteers and professionals in hands-on
training in preservation methods while working to repair historic
structures. After successfully completing its first project in Virginia at
the Summer Seat House in Chesterfield County in 2016, HistoriCorps
established a regional office in Petersburg, Virginia. The organization
works with local partners to fund materials for the project as well as
accommodations for the volunteers.
Through a partnership with HistoriCorps Institute, the three
Preservation Area structures could benefit from a labor force of
volunteers trained in the necessary skills to appropriately preserve
historic buildings. The Institute would benefit from a new project for
its students with diverse and historically rich resources.

GREENFIELD PRESERVATION AREA MASTER PLAN

HistoriCorps volunteers sawing a log using a traditional method.
(historicorps.org/get-involved)
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Addition of individual timeline panels, as funds allow
Interpretive Center/ Public Toilets
Restroom Structure with exhibits₄
Addition of gallery, and theatre₄
Digital Interpretation
Project Website (with free website generator)₂

Construction of 3800 LF of #10 stone path

Design & Development of Interpretive Signage Package

Research project for Interpretive Panels ₃

Final Design and Construction Docs of Timeline Walk

Exterior (Siding, Windows & Doors)₁
Interior (Clean, Whitewash)
Slave Quarters
Log Protection, remove Tyvek, secure
Structural Assessment
Roof(paint/patch), Rebuild Chimney
Ext. (Rebuild Porch Windows & Doors)₁
Interior (clean, whitewash)
Bowyer/Holladay Site
Kitchen/Farm Managers House
Structural Assessment
Exterior (Siding, Windows & Doors)₁
Interior (Clean, Whitewash)
Bowyer‐Holladay House Ruins
Clean Up Over growth₂
New fence around foundation
Archaeological Investigation
Interpretive panel
Preston and Gish Cemeteries
Fence repair₂
Monument repair₂
Interpretive Panel on those interred
Historic Structure Long term Maintenance
Waterproofing
Timeline Walk
Mowed walking path

Kitchen
Chimney Repair
Structural Assessment

Relocated Structures (Slave Quarters, Kitchen)

free

free

free

free

5,000

5,000
5,000

30,000
5,000

2,000

3,250

28,500
3,250

3,250

25,000

20,000

cost of materials
cost of materials
2,000

5,000

32,000

25,000

20,000

250,000

150,000
500,000

4,000

2,000

50,000

Projects

Year 5

Proposed Project Component
Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4

Independent

Estimated Costs related to Proposed Schedule

Greenfield Preservation Area

GREENFIELD PRESERVATION AREA MASTER PLAN
MASTER PLAN
63

23,000

50,000

Annual Project Balance₅

1: Possible HistoriCorps Project
2: Possible Volunteer Project (ie Boy Scouts, Garden Club, etc.)
3: Project could be completed be volunteers and could be an ongoing project
4: Design and Construction
5: This number represents annual fundraising goal of $50,000 plus the county match of $50,000,
minus the estimated costs as outlined for that year

Note: All costs are based on 2017 estimates and for fundraising purposes only
and should be verified & updated prior to implementation

50,000
50,000

50,000
50,000

50,000
50,000

Annual Fundraising Goal
County Match

72,750

50,250

10,000
50,000 127,000

free

free
free

Total Cost by Year

Landscaping
Strategic clearing of under brush and over growth₂
Buffer plantings(designed during CD's)₂

Develop digital video content, movie scenes

Add walk design and interpretive package to website₂
Establish QR codes on site to access website₂
Digital photo catalog, and viewing system

170,750

50,000
50,000

2,000

20,750

50,000
50,000

250,000
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APPENDIX A:

BOTETOURT COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, JANUARY 2016

BOTETOURT CENTER AT GREENFIELD
Historical Preservation Area Vision

The Botetourt County Board of Supervisors has been very deliberate in its decisions
regarding the Botetourt Center at Greenfield and the two historical buildings that have
been in the media over the past several months. It has been our goal to balance the
needs of the County as a whole with those of various interests in an endeavor to create
economic opportunity and to preserve our historical assets.
When an opportunity for an economic development project from the Greater Roanoke
Valley Development Foundation arose, the Board turned to the Greenfield master plan.
The master plan is not set in stone, yet while re-evaluating it in today's context, the
Board determined that the plan for a historical preservation area is still the best option.
The plan for the historical preservation park was to consolidate the three historical
buildings in a 28-acre area on the north side of the entrance to the Botetourt Center at
Greenfield. The 28-acre area already contains the majority of the historical resources at
Greenfield, and once completed, will feature the slave cabin, the kitchen, the Holladay
kitchen house, the Boyer/Preston Family cemetery, the Gish Family cemetery, and
other tourism amenities. All of these would be connected by interpretive walking trails
that highlight the history of the structures, the people who lived there, the lives they
lived, and the County’s broader history. This park will be a great destination for our
schools, surrounding school districts, and other visitors where everyone can experience
history in a safe and maintained area.
In looking at options for historical preservation and interpretation, the Board also
considered the possibility of a loss in historical context. We understand that there are
GREENFIELD PRESERVATION AREA MASTER PLAN
competing interests and thoughts regarding historical context, but we chose what we
thought would be a balanced approach. Relocating the slave cabin and kitchen will
accomplish a number of goals. The relocated buildings will be near other historical sites
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that highlight the history of the structures, the people who lived there, the lives they
lived, and the County’s broader history. This park will be a great destination for our
schools, surrounding school districts, and other visitors where everyone can experience
history in a safe and maintained area.
In looking at options for historical preservation and interpretation, the Board also
considered the possibility of a loss in historical context. We understand that there are
competing interests and thoughts regarding historical context, but we chose what we
thought would be a balanced approach. Relocating the slave cabin and kitchen will
accomplish a number of goals. The relocated buildings will be near other historical sites
on the 28-acre preservation area, will be more accessible and accommodating to the
public, and will be enhanced as a part of a showcased collection of historical resources.
Furthermore, the County will be able to more efficiently operate and maintain a
consolidated preservation area than it could with facilities across the broader Botetourt
Center at Greenfield amidst industrial buildings. In fact, the preservation area will shield
the historical resources from the citizen-approved planned development of the Botetourt
Center at Greenfield as an industrial park. The hope is for a win-win scenario.
Once relocated intact, the slave cabin and kitchen will be structurally the same; their
physical features will be preserved; and, they will remain historically significant. The
County is utilizing appropriate expertise and resources in this effort, including the
Virginia Department of Historic Resources. The structures’ location changes by
approximately one-half mile, but they will still be on land that was part of the original
Preston property. The collective tourism potential of Greenfield should be enhanced, not
diminished. In fact, many significant historical buildings have been moved in the United
States and around the world in order to better preserve and promote them. Buildings
such as the McLean House at Appomattox where the Civil War ended, Cape Hatteras
lighthouse, and the original London Bridge have all been relocated from their original
sites. Moreover, the model of creating a historical preservation park is not
unprecedented, with a number of examples nearby. The Frontier Culture Museum in
Staunton is made up of moved or re-constructed buildings, and the Booker T.
Washington Park in Franklin County only has one tobacco barn original to that farm with
other structures re-constructed. All of these examples, near and far, demonstrate that
the Board’s plan can and will be successful.
Throughout all of the deliberation and discussion, the conclusion that developed
GREENFIELD PRESERVATION
AREA MASTER
PLAN for the integrated historical preservation park was well thought out and
outlining
a plan
provided for a balanced approach to the needs of all. We understand that there were
aspects of this development process that could have and should have been handled in
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Staunton is made up of moved or re-constructed buildings, and the Booker T.
Washington Park in Franklin County only has one tobacco barn original to that farm with
other structures re-constructed. All of these examples, near and far, demonstrate that
the Board’s plan can and will be successful.
Throughout all of the deliberation and discussion, the conclusion that developed
outlining a plan for the integrated historical preservation park was well thought out and
provided for a balanced approach to the needs of all. We understand that there were
aspects of this development process that could have and should have been handled in
a better way. In the end, though, it is our sincerest hope that we can move forward
together with many County partners, allowing the preservation area at Greenfield to be
a historical showcase for every time and place of Botetourt. By doing so, we can uphold
our commitment both to the County’s future as Greenfield develops into an economic
and industrial engine and to the County’s past as we welcome the world to see and
experience our history.
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APPENDIX B:

GREENFIELD PRESERVATION ADVISORY COMMISSION CHARGE AND CONDITIONS

Charge
It is the charge of the Greenfield Preservation Advisory Commission to develop and recommend to the Botetourt County Board of Supervisors a
comprehensive plan for the preservation, historical interpretation, and/or establishment of an on-site history park within the dedicated “preservation
area” of Botetourt Center at Greenfield.
Conditions
Composition, Term and Authority
1. The Commission shall be composed of representatives of varied interests and constituencies and persons possessing relevant and contributory expertise, experience, skill and resources. The Commission shall not include any elected official of Botetourt County or any employee
of the same.
2. The Commission is a temporary ad hoc body the term of which shall terminate one year from the date of the appointment of its members.
3. A chairman and a vice chairman shall be appointed by the Board of Supervisors.
4. The Commission may and is encouraged to solicit, consult and receive assistance from any third party it, by majority approval, believes can aid
in the Commission’s work.
5. Commission members shall serve without compensation.
6. No expense shall be incurred by the Commission or any member thereof without prior authorization by the County Administrator or his
designee. Any expense incurred without prior authorization shall be the sole and exclusive responsibility of the incurring party/parties.
Meetings and Work with Others
1. The Commission shall work openly and freely in collaboration with independent consultant(s), and with the assistance of a broad spectrum
of qualified and relevant subject matter experts, researchers, historic preservationists, museum curators, heritage tourism experts, developers
and operators, fund raisers and project financial planners/managers, County staff, and/or other appropriate resource persons, institutions and
groups to advise and assist.
2. The Commission shall conduct its business in public meetings and shall adhere to rules and requirements for public meetings and records
as provided in law, including the keeping of official minutes and subject to FOIA. All meetings of two or more members will be publicized in
advanced and open to the public.
3. A majority of members shall constitute a quorum.
4. Meetings shall operate according to Robert’s Rules of Order.
5. Public engagement and comment shall be actively promoted and facilitated throughout the Commission’s term. Prior to submission of the
Commission’s recommendations to the Board of Supervisors, the Commission shall present its recommendations to the general public for
review and comment.
6. The Commission shall provide written progress reports to the County Administrator quarterly. In addition, the Commission shall provide an
GREENFIELD PRESERVATION AREA MASTER PLAN
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6. The Commission shall provide written progress reports to the County Administrator quarterly. In addition, the Commission shall provide an interim reports five and nine months from the appointment of its members with a final report submitted within twelve months of appointment.
7. Technical support, facilitation and administrative assistance shall be provided to the Commission by independent professional consultant(s) paid from funds allocated by the Board of Supervisors for the purpose.
Recommended Plan and Report
1. The comprehensive plan shall include specific recommendations addressing, at minimum:
a. A conceptual master development plan including required support infrastructures and facilities
b. A summary of the content, time period(s) representations, artifacts, structures and other extant features to be
placed on or available for public display
c. An evaluation of target visitor populations and projected visitor volumes based on comparable existing heritage
sites
d. A plan for the design of the park
e. Consistency with and promotion of the County’s strategic vision, goals and objectives
f.

Draft action plan and timeline

2. The Commission’s work is a priority and should be pursued and completed accordingly. The Commission’s work shall be
completed and its written report submitted to the Board of Supervisors not later than one year from the date of the appointment of its members.
3. The Commission’s report, in addition to including the above, shall also summarize public involvement in the plan’s development and public comments on it.
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APPENDIX C:

LIST OF SOURCES

Barber, Michael B., Michael F Barber, Christopher L. Bowen, P. Brian Huba, Gibson Worsham,
and Mari Julienne. “The Phase I Archaeological Inventory and Cultural Resource Assessment
of The Botetourt Center at Greenfield, Botetourt County,Virginia.” 1998.
Hatch, Brad D., Kerry S. Gonzalez, M. Chris Manning, and Mike Klein. “Archaeological Investigations and Archival Research Associated with the Greenfield Outbuilding Relocation
Project (44BO0514).” 2016.
Hill Studio, P.C. “Architectural Survey of Botetourt County,Virginia.” 2008.
Montgomery, Anne. “Lovely Greenfield Saw Washington.” The Roanoke Times. 28, Aug 1955.
Johnston, Frances Benjamin. Greenfield, Fincastle vic., Botetourt County,Virginia (LC-J7-VA-1396).
Library of Congress, Photos, Prints, and Drawings Division. 1934. Electronic document,
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/csas.04392/, accessed October 2017.
Kegley, Frederick B. Kegley’s Virginia Frontier: the Beginning of the Southwest, the Roanoke of Colonial Days; 1740-1783. Southwest Virginia Historical Soc., 1938.
McClane, Debra A. Botetourt County. Arcadia Publishing, Charleston, SC. 2007.
Pulice, Michael J. and John R. Kern. “Greenfield.” National Register of Historic Places Registration
Form. 2010.
Renaissance Planning Group. “Botetourt County 2010 Comprehensive Plan Update.” March
2011.
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APPENDIX D:

LIST OF CEMETERY OCCUPANTS

These lists were compiled from the following sources:
Baker, Karen. “Gish-Snider Cemetery at Greenfield.” http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~vaboteto/gish-2015.htm. 2015.
Baker, Karen. “Preston (Bowyer) Family Cemetery at Greenfield.” http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~vaboteto/preston-boyer-at-greenfield-2015.htm. 2015.
Barber, Michael B., Michael F Barber, Christopher L. Bowen, P. Brian Huba, Gibson Worsham, and Mari Julienne. “The Phase I Archaeological
Inventory and Cultural Resource Assessment of The Botetourt Center at Greenfield, Botetourt County,Virginia.” 1998.
Botetourt County American Bicentennial Commission. “Botetourt County history before 1900 through county cemetery records.” 1978.
Caldwell, Helen, Lisa and Don McCray. “Preston Cemetery” http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~vaboteto/PrestonBouyerCemetery.html.
2008.
Asterisks indicate discrepencies between various lists.

PRESTON CEMETERY
Elizabeth Patton Preston: died 1776; mother of Col. William Preston*
Mary Radford Preston: died 1810; first wife of John Preston*
John Preston: 1762 – 1827; son of Col. William Preston*
Sarah R Bowyer: August 11, 1806 – May 17, 1848; aged 41 years, 9 months and 6 days*
Sally Floyd Hughes: July 4, 1851 – October 8, 1853; daughter of Robert W & Eliza M Hughes*
Susan P Thomson: died August 25, 1856, aged 24; wife of Charles R Thomson*
Thomas Henry Thomson: died July 21, 1858, age 3 years, 10 months, 4 days; son of Charles R & Susan P Thomson*
Mary Radford Copland: December 15, 1833 – September 17, 1878; wife of Peter Copland, daughter of William M Radford*
Marie Antoinette Copland: October 4, 1859 – June 23, 1879; daughter of Mary R & Peter Copland*
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Sarah Preston Copland: March 5, 1862 – July 7, 1881; daughter of Mary R & Peter Copland*
Susan Copland Bowyer: August 29, 1867 – June 3, 1890; wife of George Wilmer Bowyer
Lizzie Copland Massie: born, October 20, 1857 – 1900*
Anna Sheppard Copland: February 18, 1856 – April 14, 1927*
Honorable Alfred G Preston: January 24, 1858 – June 22, 1933; son of William Alfred & Elizabeth Preston, great grandson of
Col. Wm Preston, married Alice Brockenbrough; left six sons, four daughters
Alice Brockenbrough Preston: November 14, 1865 – April 3, 1936; daughter of Major John Bowyer Brockenbrough & Lucy Alice Murrell, wife
of Alfred G Preston*
Margaret Erwin Jones Preston: December 1, 1890 – September 11, 1943 wife of Frank Brockenbrough Preston, Sr., mother of
Margaret Kent Preston and Frank Brockenbrough Preston, Jr.
William Alfred Preston: November 9, 1886 – September 7, 1956; eldest son of Alfred G & Alice Brockenbrough Preston
Sarah Radford Preston: 1893 – 1957
Evans W Lindsey: November 29, 1883 – October 20, 1958
Virginia P Meredith Holladay: August 2, 1862 – March 17, 1951; wife of Louise P Holladay
Frank Brockenbrough Preston, Sr.: March 15, 1888 – July 1, 1963; husband of Margaret Erwin Jones, father of Margaret Kent Preston and
Frank Brockenbrough Preston, Jr.*
William Joseph Robertson/Preston: 1922 – 1993; scattered ashes; son of Susan Radford Preston*
Mary Preston Lindsey: November 17, 1898 – January 31, 1991
Frank Brockenbrough Preston, Jr.: June 3, 1927 – July 27, 1994; father of Frank B. Preston III and Helen M. Preston
Frank B Preston, III: September 15, 1961 – December 11, 2005
GREENFIELD PRESERVATION AREA MASTER PLAN

APPENDICES

73

GISH CEMETERY
Jacob Gish: died March 11, 1847, aged 46 years, 4 months
Mary G Shaver: December 2, 1871 – January 9, 1874; daughter of S L & M C Shaver*
Catherine Gish: July 29, 1806 – August 6, 1886; wife of Jacob Gish*
Ella Snider: December 19, 1865 – November 23, 1896; wife of W E Snider
James D Snider: October 20, 1877 – August 12, 1897, age 19 years, 9 months, 22 days; son of J G & Mary C Snider
Rosa L Snider: June 29, 1875 – July 7, 1899; daughter of J C & M C Snider
Lizzie Myrtle Snider: July 4, 1895 – March 14, 1902; daughter of W E & Ella Snider
Lydia A Gish: died November 14, 1903, age 66 years*
Clora J Conduff Gish: died 1919, age 70 years; wife of Jacob
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APPENDIX E:

SUGGESTED NAMES FOR PRESERVATION AREA

“Name that Park”
Greenfield Historic Site Workshop
July 14, 2017
HS Comm. 1713 code 1
Below are the Post-it note responses from guests at the public workshop:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Historic Botetourt
Preston Park – History of a Frontier
Preston Plantation
Botetourt – Gateway to the West
Greenfield Preserve (historic and environmental)
Seedbed of the Republic
Back in Time Park
Greenfield / Preston Historical Site
Reflection in Time
NOT “Westward Ho”
Greenfield / Preston Historical Site : Reflection in Time
(Preston) Greenfield Plantation Historic Park
Greenfield Preston Historic Park
Need to be recognizable by the passer-by
“Greenfield” should be in the name
Preservation Site Walk
Preservation Site Park
Early Times
The Plantation In Time
Transition Park
Transition Site
Reflection Park
Heritage Center
Heritage Park
Steps in Time
Life Transitioned
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APPENDIX F:

GREENFIELD PRESERVATION AREA SURVEY RESULTS

See supplementary report of survey monkey results under separate cover.

76

APPENDICES

GREENFIELD PRESERVATION AREA MASTER PLAN

GREENFIELD PRESERVATION AREA MASTER PLAN

APPENDICES

77

PAGE LEFT INTENTIONALLY BLANK

