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Parks and recreational amenities create a more vibrant community. They are key components of community
identity, provide public gathering space, encourage physical activity and have positive economic benefits.
This chapter emphasizes quality and connectivity—creating and maintaining a multi-use parks system that
meets the various needs of our residents, while providing opportunities to better connect residents to parks
through greenways and trails. Funding, acquisition of properties, and master planning should be guided by
the goals and strategies of the Comprehensive Plan.

Key Takeaways
Recreation Inventory and Analysis. Although this chapter provides a broad overview of community
recreational resources, it also lays the groundwork for a more comprehensive inventory and analysis of
existing park and recreation facilities. This should include an evaluation of age, condition and current
maintenance costs of County amenities. Community survey results revealed community desire for updated
parks amenities, addressing playground age and perceived safety issues.
Greenfield Recreation Park. Greenfield is one of the most recognized recreational resources in the County.
Survey results show that residents and visitors highly value the open space, trails and sporting venues that
the park has to offer. Coordination between recreational and economic development objectives within
Greenfield will be important to balancing growth with preservation of the natural features that make
Greenfield an attractive recreational amenity and business location.
Greenways and Trails. Momentum for greenway and trail development in the County is growing. Across
the country, communities are recognizing the value of creating networks of bike paths and trails that connect
housing, businesses, local institutions and public land. Trails add value to our lives in many ways—reducing
highway traffic, increasing mobility, improving health, spurring economic growth, protecting our environment
and creating a powerful sense of connectedness in the community.
Recreation and Transportation Coordination. Parks and recreation areas can be a significant source of
travel demand. Their location, setting and design should be coordinated with transportation improvements
to maximize access by multiple modes and to mitigate their potential impacts on the transportation system.
School Resources. The County considers the outdoor recreational facilities of County schools as parkland
and maintains these facilities for public use outside of school hours. Improved communication of operation
hours and amenities may enhance usage.
Collaboration. The active and passive recreational needs of Botetourt residents and visitors include a broad
cross-section of local, state, federal and private sector resources. The County should seek opportunities to
collaborate in the development of regional resources such as public lands access and trail development.
There are numerous opportunities to collaborate with surrounding jurisdictions and at the state and federal
level, particularly with over 80,000 acres of national forest, the Appalachian Trail, regional greenway
planning efforts, 40 miles of U.S. Bike Route 76, and more than 600 acres of nature preserve at Carvins
Cove.
Communications and Marketing. The County should evaluate strategies and tools that communicate the
value of our parks and recreation system to help meet organizational goals by engaging stakeholders and
visitors. Effective communications and engagement with the public may increase participation in park
programming, membership, donations, volunteerism and income from facility use fees.
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Goal: Maintain and seek to expand a system of high quality parks,
greenways and trails, recreational facilities and programs
throughout the County.

Summary of Objectives and Strategies
The objectives and strategies are presented throughout this chapter with accompanying text to provide
context and background. Clicking on an objective or strategy below will take you to the text in the document.
Objective: Continue to engage in long-term, strategic planning for County recreational resources.


Strategy: Create an updated countywide parks and recreation master plan.



Strategy: Ensure coordination between recreational and economic development objectives during
the master plan updates for the Botetourt Center at Greenfield.

Objective: Enhance communications with Botetourt residents and visitors about recreation projects,
services and issues.


Strategy: Expand community relations opportunities to inform and educate the community on park
and recreation benefits, values and accessibility.



Strategy: Clearly identify appropriate channels for the public to obtain information.



Strategy: Evaluate physical signage, directions and maps in conjunction with digital maps and online
directions.



Strategy: Communicate recreational amenities located at school sites.



Strategy: Continue to ensure adequate and useful technologies and resources to serve customers
when, where and how it is convenient for them.

Objective: Continue to improve and promote access to parks and recreational opportunities.


Strategy: Continue to use and promote County school facilities as important recreational amenities.



Strategy: Evaluate facilities for American with Disabilities Act (ADA) Compliance.



Strategy: Work with neighboring jurisdictions, state and federal entities to improve connections and
access points to public lands and waters.



Strategy: Provide bicycle and pedestrian connections from County recreational resources to
neighborhoods, employment centers, shopping areas, and public schools.
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Objective: Continue to upgrade, maintain and expand trails, greenways and blueways throughout the
County.


Strategy: Seek to develop and maintain several types of trails, ensuring the trail type matches the
needs of the community.



Strategy: Maintain an updated inventory and digital maps of existing greenway, blueway and trail
infrastructure.



Strategy: As a locality, establish a countywide greenways, blueways and trails plan that guides
future development

Objective: Develop a greenway system that serves as the backbone for a network of trails and amenities
throughout the County.


Strategy: Increase public awareness of the benefits of greenways.



Strategy: Continue to participate in Roanoke Valley Greenway Commission; ensuring local planning
efforts are aligned with the regional vision.



Strategy: Continue to encourage developers to contribute to the greenway system by dedicating
land or easements and/or constructing portions of the greenway.

Objective: Continue to seek funding for recreational improvements.


Strategy: Incorporate available local, state and federal funding opportunities to provide sufficient
financing for recreational improvements and programs.

Canoeing along the James River
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Existing Recreational Resources
This section provides residents with information about the existing parks system and other recreational
opportunities available in the County.
Federal Resources
George Washington and Jefferson National Forests
The George Washington and Jefferson National Forests offer excellent fishing, hunting and nature study
opportunities. Together, the forests have over 80,000 acres in the County and comprise over 22% of the
total land area of the County. The U.S. Forest Service maintains four major recreation areas in Botetourt
County: Craig Creek Recreation Area, Middle Creek Picnic Area, North Creek Campground and Roaring
Run Furnace and Picnic Area. Community survey results suggest that Roaring Run is the most popular of the
four areas.
The U.S. Forest Service manages and maintains a multi-use park system that provides residents and visitors
with opportunities to hike, horseback ride, fish, hunt, and camp, among other activities. More information is
available on the Forest Service website.
Appalachian Trail
The Appalachian Trail stretches from Maine to Georgia and passes through Botetourt County. The trail enters
southwestern Botetourt on Tinker Mountain and then crosses the valley at Daleville, before heading into the
Blue Ridge Mountains. The trail has numerous access points in the County, notably on US 220 at Exit 150,
just south of Troutville, along Mountain Pass Road, on Catawba Road via the Andy Lane Trail, and the Blue
Ridge Parkway. The Appalachian Trail Conservancy provides an interactive map on their website.
Blue Ridge Parkway
The Blue Ridge Parkway links the Shenandoah National Park in Virginia to the Great Smokey Mountains
National Park in North Carolina. The parkway follows the Blue Ridge Mountains for 469 miles and passes
through thirty-five miles of the southeast section of Botetourt County. The Parkway provides scenic vistas,
areas for picnicking, overlooks and trailheads. The Parkway is accessible in Botetourt County from Route 43
east of Buchanan, Route 618 near the Peaks of Otter and from U.S. Route 460 in Blue Ridge. The Blue Ridge
Parkway Association also has an interactive map which allows users to explore the parkway and nearby
amenities.
Regional Resources
Carvins Cove Natural Reserve
The Carvins Cove Natural Reserve is the second largest municipal park in the nation. It is managed for
watershed protection and public recreation and lies within Botetourt and Roanoke Counties. It has over 60
miles of trails that surround the 600+ acre reservoir. Recreational opportunities include fishing, boating,
horseback riding, mountain biking and hiking. It is managed by Roanoke City Parks and Recreation. An
interactive map of Carvins Cove can be found here.
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James River
The 45 mile stretch of the James River in Botetourt is renowned for its fishing and boating opportunities. In
2010, the Upper James River Water Trail was created in Botetourt and Rockbridge Counties. The public
access points along the river have provided tens of thousands of visitors with opportunities for recreation,
tourism, and education. Businesses such as Twin River Outfitters, a full-service outfitter for the Upper James
River, have expanded and diversified their offerings to help accommodate the growing demand for the
water trail. In December 2016, the Upper James River Water trail received international recognition when
it was featured in Travel and Leisure Magazine as a destination for adventure travel novices. It was
featured alongside sailing in Fiji, hiking in Italy and snorkeling in Antarctica. More recently, in March 2017,
59 miles of the Upper James River was designated as a Scenic River by the Virginia General Assembly.
The Virginia Scenic Rivers Program was established to “identify, designate and help protect rivers and
streams that possess outstanding scenic, recreational, historic and natural characteristics of statewide
significance for future generations.”
Local Resources (County and Private)
The Recreation and Facilities Department is responsible for maintaining 22 government buildings, 60 athletic
fields, 500 acres of land owned by Botetourt County and the Botetourt County school system along with river
access points and trails. Private resources, such as swimming pools, play an important role in supplementing
the recreational needs of our residents.
In 2003, there was a countywide initiative to plan and implement major parks that would provide access to
recreational amenities for residents across the community. These parks are Blue Ridge Park, Boxley Park,
Buchanan Park and Greenfield Park. In addition to these four parks, school grounds provide additional
recreational opportunities, ensuring park resources are distributed throughout the County.
A general inventory of recreational resources and their amenities can be found below. This inventory
illustrates the plethora of recreational amenities available to residents and is likely not comprehensive. The
County will work with interested stakeholders in attempts to capture the complete offering of public and
private recreational resources in Botetourt during the master planning process.

5

Parks, Recreation, Greenways and Blueways
Baseball/
Softball
Field
County Recreational Resources
Blue Ridge Park
•

Soccer
Field

Outdoor
Basketball

Tennis
Courts

Playground

•

•

•

•

Botetourt Sports
•
Complex
Boxley Park
•
•
Buchanan Park
•
•
Greenfield Park
•
County School Recreational Resources
Breckinridge Elem.
•
School
Buchanan Elem.
•
School
Central Academy
•
Middle School
Cloverdale Elem.
•
School
Colonial Elem.
•
School
Eagle Rock Elem.
•
School
Greenfield Elem.
•
School
Troutville Elem.
•
School
Read Mountain
•
Middle School
James River H.S.
•
Lord Botetourt H.S.
•
Non-County Recreation Resources
National Forest
Camp Bethel
Daleville Town
Center Pavilion
Buchanan Town
Park
Troutville Town
Park
Big Spring Park
Botetourt Golf and
Swim Club
Ashley Plantation
Country Club
Limestone Park
Read Mountain
Swim Club

•

•

•

•

Botetourt County Recreational Resources Inventory
Walking
Golf
Disc
Grills
Picnic
Toilets
Track
Golf
Shelter

•
•

•

•
•

•

•

Fishing

Swimming

•

Natural
Trails

Horse
Trails

Mountain
Bike Trails

•

12

•
•
•

•
•

•

32
9
115
204.5

•

•

15.5

•
•

11
•

•

20

•

18

•

9

•

5

•

18.5

•

•

16

•

•

38

•
•

•
•

32.5
26
80,927
80,000

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•
•

•

•
•

•

•

•

•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

•

•

Acres

188
20

•

•

•

•

•

River
Access

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

470
2
7
3

•

•

0.66
198

•

•

230

•
•

10
6

•

•
•

•
•

•

•

6

Parks, Recreation, Greenways and Blueways
Public Input Summary
As part of this comprehensive plan update, the County sought public input to better understand recreational
resources Botetourt residents and visitors are using, what amenities they would like to see offered, and how
the County can plan for the future.
The county used Survey Monkey, an online survey software to develop, collect and analyze a simple survey
questionnaire of 14 questions that was distributed through a variety of networks to collect feedback and
input from a diverse group of stakeholders. Online surveys are a quick and easy way to reach and engage
citizens.
A total of 269 responses were received. Demographic questions were included to understand whom the
survey was reaching. Approximately 45% of respondents were 35-54 years in age, while 18% of
respondents were aged 25-34 and 16% were aged 55-64. This is reflective of Botetourt’s age
demographics, presented in Chapter 2, Population and Demographics. Forty eight percent of respondents
have no children under the age of 18 living in their home, while 51% had children living in the home. This
demographic information suggests that parks and recreation planning will need to take a multi-generation
approach—planning facilities and programs that are accessible, safe and inclusive for children, families,
adults and the elderly.
Two questions gauged citizen knowledge of public and private recreational resources. Eighty percent or
more of respondents were aware of the following public resources: the Botetourt Sports Complex, Greenfield
Park, Carvins Cove, James River, Appalachian Trail and Troutville Town Park. As for private resources, 80%
or more of respondents were aware of Daleville Town Center Pavilion, Ashley Plantation Country Club, and
the Carillion Wellness Center (formerly known as the Botetourt Athletic Club).
Respondents were not as familiar with several public and private resources, suggesting the need to improve
communication about the opportunities provided by these facilities.






19% were familiar with Woodpecker Ridge, a self-guided natural area offering birders and nature
enthusiasts numerous opportunities for wildlife watching.
26% of respondents were aware of US Bike Route 76, also referred to as TransAmericaBicyle Trail,
a nationally designated bicycle route that draws many through-cyclists to the county. The county has
40 miles of the bike route traversing the county through Buchanan, Troutville, Daleville and Mount
Union.
53% of respondents were aware of school recreational resources, which are open to the public after
school hours.
55% of respondents were aware of Buchanan Park and 64% Blue Ridge Park. As two of the
designated major parks in the county, a lower awareness of these resources is notable.

In the past 12 months 44% of respondents visited parks and recreation amenities 20 or more times. The top
three reasons for visiting these amenities were fitness and exercise (31%), sporting events (23%) and
children’s activities (18%). Open-ended responses listed additional activities such as horseback riding, water
sports, and hunting or fishing.
In terms of what is important, respondents ranked natural areas and open space, trails and greenways and
athletic facilities (fields/courts/tracks) as the top three categories. When asked how well each of those
categories were meeting the needs of the community on a scale of 1 (not meeting needs) to 5 (meeting
needs) the weighted averages were 3.74, 3.41 and 3.68 respectively.
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The final two questions focused on the future: how the county could improve the level of satisfaction with
parks and recreation facilities, along with a question gauging what other facilities or programs respondents
would like to see offered. Open-ended responses highlighted the need to better promote County resources,
to improve the website, expand greenways and trails, update playground equipment, expand program
offerings, add tennis courts, expand equestrian trails, and preserve open space and natural areas. Both
questions received over 100 text-responses. A summary of the survey is available online.
In addition to the online survey, citizens were invited to provide input at the public hearing for this chapter
in December 2017. A citizen spoke in support of exploring opportunities for 4-H program facilities in the
County. The Board stated that they felt it was important for the County to explore and identify opportunities
to meet this need and asked for its inclusion in the recreational planning process.

Recreational Planning
Objective: Continue to engage in long-term, strategic planning for County recreational resources
The 2007 Five-Year Parks and Recreation Plan was the last long-range planning document produced by the
Recreation and Facilities department. The plan contained an inventory of existing resources, planned
improvements, an overview of funding mechanisms, and a list of objectives addressing coordination of
recreation facilities development with schools, cooperation with other agencies, collaboration with booster
clubs, ADA compliance, and the completion of regional recreation facilities.
Strategy: Create an updated countywide parks and recreation master plan
Building off these previous efforts, the County should stive to complete a long-term parks and recreation
master plan. A master plan looks at what facilities and programs currently exist and identifies future needs
and expectations. The master planning process will help the County to identify deficiencies and recommend
alternatives to address and correct them. It assesses growth and determines where and what type of
additional recreational facilities will be needed. If new land is required to meet these needs, it establishes
guidelines for acquisition. The plan will guide staff and elected officials in determining where and how
recreation funding should be allocated.
The master plan process is outlined below. On average, localities can expect to spend up to a year
formulating the plan, which guides maintenance, upgrades and development of the park system for a period
of 5-10 years.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Inventory and review of existing facilities and programs
Community Input
Demographic and Recreational Trends Analysis
Identify Community Needs
Formulate Recommendations
Implementation strategy and action plan

This present chapter lays the groundwork for the master planning process. For example, through the
community survey, the County received a variety of comments about services and amenities citizens would
like to see offered. The master planning process will include a more in-depth needs assessment, allowing the
County to determine whether the needs of all age groups and demographics are being met and develop
strategies to meet these needs. At the completion of a countywide parks and recreation master plan, localities
usually adopt the plan as a chapter of the comprehensive plan.
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Strategy: Ensure coordination between recreational and economic development objectives during the
master plan updates for the Botetourt Center at Greenfield.
One third of survey respondents said that Greenfield Park (which includes walking trails and the Botetourt
Sports Complex) was their favorite county park, site, feature or amenity. The Botetourt Center at Greenfield
is a key gateway to the overall Greenfield Park system and contains parking for trailheads, the Cherry
blossom trail and Greenfield Lake. Balancing growth with preservation of the natural features that make
Greenfield an attractive recreational amenity and business location will be important. The Botetourt Center
at Greenfield has experienced recent expansions, with the opening of Ballast Point, the construction of a
shell building, ongoing construction of Eldor Corporation’s facilities, expansion of Altec Industries, and
preparations for additional pad sites. Both Ballast Point and Eldor referenced the natural aesthetic at
Greenfield as a contributing factor to their decisions to locate their expansions at Greenfield.
Approximately 400 acres remain undeveloped in the business park at Greenfield and conceptual master
planning for remaining pad sites began in late 2017 and should come to fruition in 2018.
In October 2017, the Greenfield Preservation Advisory Commission presented a conceptual master plan for
the Greenfield Historical Preservation Area, which is located within the Botetourt Center at Greenfield. The
plan includes historical background of the area, an inventory of historic resources and discussion about the
areas relationship to the industrial park. The next steps from this initiative involves the formulation of work
plans to present to the Board of Supervisors, identifying a path forward.

Communications and Marketing
Objective: Enhance communications with Botetourt residents and visitors about recreation projects,
services and issues.
The results from the community survey reveal a need to better market existing amenities, improve the
Recreation and Facilities webpage and improve park signage and maps.
Strategy: Expand community relations opportunities to inform and educate the community on park and
recreation benefits, values and accessibility.
Departmental branding and messaging opportunities will help to reposition parks and recreation so that
recreational outcomes are understood, appreciated, valued and protected. For example, parks and
recreation can be an engine for economic development, helping to attract and retain businesses, improve
real estate values, and generate tourism revenues.
Strategy: Clearly identify appropriate channels for the public to obtain information.
The Recreation and Facilities department currently uses three websites and Facebook to communicate with
citizens and visitors. This can create confusion, as news and events are not always cross-listed across all four
platforms. For example, there are multiple pathways on google for a citizen or visitor to obtain information
about recreational amenities in Botetourt—and each path may result in different information. An individual
who visits the Botetourt County Tourism website (which will soon be taken down) or the Virginia’s Blue Ridge
page will have a different experience than someone who clicks on the Recreation and Facilities web link.
The latter page provides an external link to current sports schedules and programs. An assessment of
communication channels and an overall messaging strategy is needed. This will require cross-departmental
and external collaboration.
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Strategy: Evaluate physical signage, directions and maps in conjunction with digital maps and online
directions.
Online resources should provide residents and visitors with adequate information concerning available
amenities and how to reach said amenities. The County website currently provides written text directions and
PDF documents containing pictures of resources. Adding links to Google Maps and creating mobile-friendly
digital maps are significant updates that could be achieved with low cost and high benefit. It is also important
to consider how a user navigates park facilities in-person. Staff should evaluate whether onsite signs, text,
and maps adequately provide users with the information they desire—allowing them to self-navigate.
Strategy: Communicate recreational amenities located at school sites.
Community surveys reveal that citizens may not be fully aware of the recreational opportunities available
at school sites. Improved web presence as well as signage may help educate the public about these
resources. Working with school officials to clearly communicate when, where and how the facilities can be
used will be important.
Strategy: Continue to ensure adequate and useful technologies and resources to serve citizens when,
where and how it is convenient for them.
Residents can register for activities/sports and reserve facilities on the active communities platform. This
online registration system provides 24-7 online access to residents and visitors.

Access to Recreational Resources
Objective: Continue to improve and promote access to parks and recreational opportunities.
Access can refer to the “the right or opportunity to use or benefit from something” or “a means of
approaching or entering a place.”
Strategy: Continue to use and promote County school facilities as important recreational amenities.
School sites play an important role in providing recreational opportunities to County residents. Their
geographic distribution throughout the County helps to ensure local populations have access to recreational
amenities. The majority of playgrounds and athletic fields at public schools are considered public parks and
are made available for public use. School recreational amenities are available after school hours and after
schools have met their responsibilities to their students. Anytime a new school or park is constructed, the school
system and the Recreation and Facilities department should collaborate and coordinate efforts.
Strategy: Evaluate facilities for American with Disabilities Act (ADA) Compliance.
During inventory and review of existing facilities, each recreation site in the County should be evaluated for
ADA compliance. This will serve the long-term objectives of making public recreation sites and trails ADA
compliant, consistent with a comprehensive strategy and available funds.
Strategy: Work with neighboring jurisdictions, state and federal entities to improve connections and
access points to public lands and waters.
Existing James River access points and Appalachian Trailheads can be found in Map 1. Recent
planning documents have identified two improved access opportunities:
1. The Gateway Crossing Area Plan identifies the potential for new Appalachian Trail trailhead with
a public park in the Daleville Area. This park space should serve both residents, visitors and hikers.
This will require coordination with the Appalachian Trail Conservancy and the National Park Service.
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2. Opportunities for improved public access along the Upper James River Water Trail are also being
explored. The County has purchased property in Eagle Rock to create a future boat launch and trail
head just north of the existing boat landing off Route 220. A study conducted in October 2015 also
explored public greenway access to the boat landing and park area from Eagle Rock.
Strategy: Provide bicycle and pedestrian connections from County recreational resources to
neighborhoods, employment centers, shopping areas, and public schools.
Where feasible, the public should be able to reach nearby recreational amenities on sidewalks, by local
bicycle or pedestrian paths or greenway trails. This helps to ensure easy access to nearby public parks,
particularly for youth and the elderly, who may not drive. These connections also provide health and
transportation benefits. Walking and bicycling help to reduce risk factors associated with inactivity.
Maximizing access by multiple modes of transportation can mitigate roadway congestion and reduce vehicle
miles traveled as well.

Greenways and Blueways
Objective: Continue to upgrade, maintain and expand trails, greenways and blueways throughout the
County.
Ensuring residents are connected to parks and recreational resources is important. Greenways and trails add
value to our County by connecting residents and visitors to parks and other destinations throughout the region.
A well-planned and comprehensive trail system that provides links and connections to Botetourt’s amenities
would invite visitors from outside the community to recreate and visit establishments along the trail.
Strategy: Seek to develop and maintain several types of trails, ensuring the trail type matches the
needs of the community.
Trails are often classified according to their purpose, size and location. The county seeks to maintain
and develop several types of trails: park trails, connector trails, greenways, and alternative use trails
where suitable.
Park Trails are typically multi-purpose trails located within natural areas, open space and parks. Park trails
emphasize a strong relationship with the natural environment within a park setting. This type of trail is useful
for bringing the entire park, open space and/or natural area under one comprehensive system. Park trails
are often a safer trail system since user’s travel through areas that are rarely interrupted by vehicular traffic.
Connector Trails are smaller trails that provide safe travel for users traveling to and from parks and the
community. Connector trails are commonly constructed as a separated trail along the side of streets and
roads. They are commonly built within road and street right of ways, boulevards, utility easements or along
artificial drainage ways. They can provide safe pedestrian or bicycle connections from neighborhoods to
the main trail system. It is generally considered a best practice to construct connector trails as part of street
and utility infrastructure projects. Identifying future connector trails in a comprehensive trail plan map allows
right of ways and easements to be established in early stages of development.
Greenways are linear corridors that provide uninterrupted travel for alternative forms of transportation
(typically non-motorized) that provide connectivity between parks, open spaces, natural areas, schools and
neighborhoods. Greenways should be recognized as a vital component of a comprehensive trail system.
They provide opportunities for the preservation of natural and environmentally sensitive areas and greater
control over what natural and open space areas users are able to travel through and access.
Greenways can be located along natural or man-made corridors. The Roanoke River Greenway is a great
example of a natural corridor, as it follows the natural course of the river and is located within the
11
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floodplain—an undesirable location to develop but appropriate for recreational use. The Washington and
Old Dominion Trail utilized a former railroad bed, which runs from Purcellville, Virginia to Shirlington,
Virginia for 45 miles.
Alternative Use Trails
These trails provide uses for, mountain biking, horseback riding and all-terrain vehicles (ATVs).
Mountain Biking: Mountain biking is an increasingly popular recreational sport that appeals to a
wide age-range of participants. Care should be taken during trail design to minimize erosion and
other potential impacts on natural resources.
Horseback Riding: Created for horses, these types of trails utilize a grass, wood chip or natural soil
for its surfacing material. A common strategy is to use the same trail for horseback riding in the
summer and for cross country skiing in the winter.
All-Terrain Vehicle (ATV): ATV recreation continues to be a popular outdoor activity, with both users
and non-users strongly divided as to how this form of recreation should be managed. Trail
development should carefully consider personal property and environmental impacts and should
comply with local, state and federal regulations.
Blueways, also known as water trails, are designated routes along canals, rivers, lakes and coastlines for
recreational use. They should have sufficient capacity for canoes, kayaks and other non-motorized vessels
to travel unhindered. They often incorporate other associated land based activities and trails—ensuring
users have suitable access and take-out points, places to camp, picnic and recreate. Blueway trails have
wide appeal for local use and tourism.
Strategy: Maintain an updated inventory and digital maps of existing greenway, blueway and trail
infrastructure.
The below table and Map 1 provide a summary of existing major trails in Botetourt. In addition to the major
trails listed below, numerous trails can be found in the National Forest System. Moving forward, it will be
important to work with the Forest Service to identify, map and promote all trails within the county. As the
county moves toward digital maps, the creation of static as well as interactive trail maps should be
considered. There are also several private trail amenities, such as the trails at Woodpecker Ridge and Camp
Bethel that will be mapped in collaboration with the entities responsible for these trails.
On-Road
Blue Ridge Parkway
U.S. Bicycle Route 76

Off-Road
Water Trails
Appalachian Trail
James River Heritage Trail
Carvins Cove Natural Reserve Trails
National Forest Service Trails
Read Mountain Preserve
Woodpecker Ridge Nature
Preserve
Camp Bethel (trails map)

Strategy: As a locality, establish a countywide greenways, blueways and trails plan that guides future
development.
Creating a greenways, blueways and trails plan (and supporting maps) will guide development, design, and
implementation of the County’s trails network. It will be considered a long-range, flexible blueprint for
community trails, which will highlight important points of connection and general trail corridors. The plan
should depict a connected network of trails throughout the County and be used as a living document that
guides informed decisions on a system wide basis.
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Objective: Develop a greenway system that serves as the backbone for a network of trails and amenities
throughout the County.
The County envisions a trail network where greenways are the “main highways” that connect users to a
variety of trail amenities and recreational resources.
Strategy: Increase public awareness of the benefits of greenways.
Greenways have numerous benefits and functions, including:
Economy: Greenways increase property values and have
become powerful drivers for economic development. For
example, recreational opportunities were an important factor in
Deschutes Brewery’s decision to locate to Roanoke. Since then, the
City has been working towards extension of the Tinker Creek
Greenway to the future Deschutes Brewery facility.

“We heard the jogging trails were greatnever mind the airport and the
universities and the fact that the area is
friendly to chemical developers. We
wanted the jogging trails.”
– Steve Brechbiel, Spokesperson,Reichold
Chemical, Raleigh News & Observer.

Environment: Greenways preserve natural resources and
enhance the natural environment by creating continuous
vegetated corridors. Greenways are often placed in floodplains, which are undesirable locations to develop.
By protecting land along rivers and streams, greenways prevent soil erosion and filter runoff before it
reaches waterways.

Health and Recreation: Greenways provide opportunities for exercise and active living. Ultimately,
individuals make the decision to be more active, but greenways aid in creating an environment where these
decisions are easy, accessible and enjoyable.
Alternative Transportation: Greenways provide continuous corridors where people can move from point A
to point B without a car. Local car trips can be replaced with a walk or ride on the greenway, which may
help reduce roadway congestion.
Strategy: Continue to participate in Roanoke Valley Greenway Commission; ensuring local planning
efforts are aligned with the regional vision.
In July 2016, the County joined the Roanoke Valley Greenway Commission. This means Botetourt has a voice
in long-term trail planning throughout the region and can benefit from the experience of other communities
that have already implemented greenways. The commission is an advisory body with numerous roles, such
as publishing a greenway plan for the Roanoke Valley, advising participating local governments in trail
development, grant assistance and volunteer coordination.
Strategy: Continue to encourage developers to contribute to the greenway system by dedicating land or
easements and/or constructing portions of the greenway.
Developers may increase the marketability of their projects by providing greenway access. During the
development review process, Staff should make applicants aware of greenway opportunities. In November
of 2017, the zoning ordinance was updated to include provisions that encourage developers to grant an
easement or right of way for greenway development. To be accepted, the land must be located along a
greenway trail corridor included upon a greenway plan or within a greenway study. Dedicated land area
for greenways is counted as improved open space. Should a developer construct a greenway as part of the
development, or if “money in lieu of” is received for the improvements, then credit in the amount of two times
the dedicated land area shall be calculated as improved open space.
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Funding Opportunities
Objective: Continue to seek funding for recreational improvements.
The Parks, Recreation, and Greenway needs of Botetourt must be considered within existing financial
constraints and limited local funding. These are generally accomplished through The Capital Improvement
Plan (CIP). The CIP is the County’s five-year financial plan that prioritizes major capital needs and anticipates
fiscal resources needed for their acquisition and construction. Additional funding is sometimes received
through grants. The County should actively seek grant opportunities, when available.
Strategy: Incorporate available funding opportunities to provide sufficient financing for recreational
improvements and programs.
The 2018-2022 Capital Improvements Plan outlines several planned improvements related to recreation.
Project
Botetourt Sports Complex
Greenfield Recreation
Park
Recreation Incentive Fund
Greenway Development
Total Cost

2017-18
---

2018-19
-$277,000

2019-20
$150,000
$240,000

2020-21
-$340,000

2021-22
$180,000
$290,000

Total
$330,000
$1,147,000

$35,000
$100,000
$135,000

$35,000
$100,000
$412,000

$35,000
$100,000
$525,000

$35,000
$100,000
$475,000

$35,000
$100,000
$605,000

$175,000
$500,000
$2,152,000

An explanation of each project can be found below:
Botetourt Sports Complex
 Build equipment and material storage building that includes public restrooms for fields #5 and #6
(2019-2020)
 Renovate and expand Championship Field seating capacity that includes larger dugouts with
operational storage (2021-2022)
Greenfield Recreation Park
 $198,000 for fencing, dugouts, infield material, and equipment to ready the two new ball diamonds
for play (2018-2019)
 $59,000 to install concrete sidewalks, shed for portable toilets and scoreboards for new diamonds
(2018-2019)
 $20,000 to construct a picnic shelter and supply with tables and trash receptacles (2018-2019)
 $240,000 to light two recreation soccer fields (consider 10 year finance option) (2019-2020)
 $215,000 to install utilities and purchase prefabricated concessions/restroom building for soccer
fields to match existing structures (2020-2021)
 $125,000 to improve parking area and constructed associated stormwater and ADA access routes
for existing soccer complex (2020-2021)
 $140,000 to construct four tennis courts for recreation and high school play (2021-2022)
 $150,000 to light four tennis courts (2021-2022)
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Recreation Incentive Fund
 This program offers matching funds to community service groups, individuals, and businesses wishing
to make recreation-related capital improvements on publicly owned property. The grant program
typically considers projects located within recreational parks, schools or property owned by the
three incorporated Towns. Repairs to existing recreation property, trails and landscaping projects
are also considered for grant funds.
Greenway Development
 This project category refers to all activities associated with greenway development in Botetourt
County. It includes matching funds for grants.
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